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May 3, 2020  

… Ellacuria ... 
Our work to gather funding is more important than ever.  



Calendar May 2 - May 10, 2020 
Saturday, May 2 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

 5:30pm  Mass - Virtual (On website by Sunday morning) 

 6:30pm  Appreciation Evening - Postponed 

  

Sunday, May 3 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

 8:00am  Justice & Peace Ministry Meeting - Rescheduled 

 10:00am  Mass - Virtual (Visit website) 

 6:00pm  Youth Group Meeting - Cancelled 

 

Monday, May 4 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 7:00pm  100 Women Who Care - Virtual 

 

Tuesday, May 5 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 5:00pm  RCIA Potluck - Postponed 

 5:30pm  Prayer for Spanish Speakers - Cancelled 

 7:00pm  Art & Environment Ministry Meeting- Cancelled 

 7:00pm  Outreach Ministry Meeting - Virtual 

 

Wednesday, May 6 
   Parish Offices and Building Closed 

 9:30am  Women’s Spirituality - Cancelled 

 7:00pm  God for Grownups - Cancelled 

 7:30pm  Boy Scouts Meeting - Cancelled 

  

Thursday, May 7 
 6:00pm  Eucharistic Exposition - Cancelled 

 7:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

  

Friday, May 8 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 5:00pm  Peace Vigil - Cancelled 

 

Saturday, May 9 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

 5:30pm  Mass - Virtual (On website by Sunday morning) 

  

Sunday, May 10 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

 10:00am  Mass - Virtual (Visit website) 

 

Readings for the week of May 3, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/

Jn 10:1-10  Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 

10:11-18  Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 

117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30  Wednesday: Acts 12:24-13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 

6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50  Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-

22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20  Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8

-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6  Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-

3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14  Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-

2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

 

Offertory 4-26-2020 YTD Total: $527,068, short ($47,346) 
Please find more detailed information at the end of the 

“Offertory Collections” bulletin section. 

 

General Sacrament Information 
Please visit our website at www.stjohnfisherparish.org 

 

Temporary Closure on Wednesdays 
Until the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, the parish building 

will be completely closed on Wednesdays. For dropping in 

and off during the week, the building will remain open from 

9am-4pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  

Be well and stay distanced. 

 

 

Jesus said: “I am the gate for the sheep.  

All who came before me are thieves and 

robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 

them. I am the gate. Whoever enters 

through me will be saved, and will come  

in and go out and find pasture.” (Jn. 10:9)  
Gospel Mantra: Fourth Sunday of Easter 



what’s coming? events, programs, classes ... 
Upcoming Ministry  
Meetings and Events 
We appreciate your patience as we  

navigate these uncertain times and 

challenging aspects of lockdown we’re 

all experiencing. Many ministry groups 

have chosen to suspend meetings en-

tirely until the shutdown is lifted, some 

others are meeting via teleconferencing 

or conference calls. Please refer to the 

calendar of events on the website and 

also accessible through the weekly  

e-blast to verify the current status of all 

events at St. John Fisher. Contacting 

the specific ministry head (refer to the 

information available on the back page 

of the bulletin or on the website) is best 

if there’s any discrepancy.  

      With many thanks to the Kevin and 

Kris Verbrugge family, the Music Group, 

and Liturgy Prep our weekend worship 

celebrations are accessible via our  

website or e-blast. Even though we 

can’t be together, we can still stay  

connected through these vital virtual 

links. If there are specific questions  

regarding our operations please do not 

hesitate to contact us at: 248-373-6457 

x3100 or email: frontoffice@sjfcup.com. 

We will respond as soon as possible. 

Thank you and God bless! 

 

Spring Food Drive  
Postponed 
Food insecurity is a major issue for 

many struggling families during this 

difficult time. To ensure maximum  

success of our spring food drive, we’ve 

postponed asking for your help until we 

can comfortably be around each other 

which will hopefully be in early June. 

CCRT and Ladies of Charity continue to 

fill food requests each week and safely 

distanced volunteers are front porch 

delivering bags of food to desperate 

individuals and families in Pontiac who 

don’t have the needed transportation in 

order to utilize mobile food pick-up  

locations. We look forward to resupply-

ing their shelves and know you will  

generously respond.  

Stay tuned!  

- Outreach Ministry 

 

We thank you for continuing to remember and be in  

solidarity with the people of El Salvador, specifically the 

village of Ellacuria, which we’ve supported through our 

Lenten donations for the last 30+ years. Due to the 

COVID shutdown we’ve extended the length of this 

drive through May 10. The scholarships and water filter 

kits where our monies are directed, are vital to the  

future lives of the students and families to whom we’re 

giving hope and health protection.   

     We’ve received updates from Leslie Schuld who  

operates Los Olivos - CIS in San Salvador, the  

organization who directs our monies, regarding the  

recent impact of the COVID shutdown in El Salvador and 

the communities they serve. Many of the students in 

rural communities are attempting to keep up with  

classes via online learning but access is difficult and  

expensive. Many are worried they won’t be able to  

complete their coursework. Food scarcity is a major  

issue since stores are closed and access to public  

transportation has been cut back. The Salvadoran  

government has issued $300 grants to qualifying families 

but many have not yet received anything. Los Olivos has 

suspended emergency aid for now and is focused on 

closing the loopholes for the families who have not  

received the grants. Everyday brings new challenges as 

families with bare minimum shelter struggle to maintain 

distance and remain healthy.   

    Our work to gather funding is more important than 

ever. To date, we’ve collected about half of what we 

normally collect on behalf of the students and families. 

Our goal this year was to help support 18 college  

students who live away from their homes while pursuing 

post-high school educations which comes to around 

$8,000 per year. The remaining monies are directed to 

purchase water filter kits which provide safe drinking 

water to around 40 families. We urge your generous  

response and pray you will be able to support this effort. 

As a reminder please make checks to Los Olivos-CIS so 

to avoid the 7% tax to the Archdiocese. Please mail or 

drop-off your donation through May 10, 2020. The parish 

offices are open M, T, Th, Fr, 9am-4pm. We thank you 

always for your generosity! - Outreach Ministry 

Ellacuria - Our (Post) Lenten Works of Mercy 



Saturday, May 2 

Volunteer Appreciation  
Evening - Postponed 

Our volunteers are the very soul of our 

church! Although unable to celebrate 

and appreciate you as planned on May 

2, please know you are deeply treas-

ured for all you provide to keep us on 

track with our mission and function as a 

resilient and active Body of Christ. From 

our rich worship celebrations, to  

comforting grieving families and those 

who are ill or hurting, to reaching out to 

those not able to worship with us, to 

caring for our building and grounds, to 

teaching our young people to come to 

know their faith, to helping our fellow 

human beings get back on their feet, to 

finding church within student groups, 

through advocacy work which preaches 

the gospel and beyond - YOU are the 

very soul of St. John Fisher. We look 

forward to being able to plan a future 

celebration very soon.  

      Stay well and please keep in touch - 

Thank You for All You Do for SJF! 

Saturday, May 9 

Mother’s Day Photos for Mass 

As we continue to celebrate mass as 

community during our social-distancing 

status, we thought we might find a way 

to keep our tradition of celebrating our 

moms on Mother’s Day. So with that in 

mind, please send us a picture honoring 

your mother and we will work it into 

our faith family’s Mother’s Day mass 

video. It can be of you with your mom 

or of you holding a picture of your 

mom. If you’d rather just send a picture 

of your mom, that will work too.  

You can even decorate it with a  

message and be creative. Each person 

you consider mom in your family can be 

honored in your own way.  

     Please send your photo by May 9 at 

3pm to kevin@kv-net.com 

- Fr Mike and the Liturgy Planning  

Committee and the SJF Video Service 

Production team 

 

July 19 - July 26 

Save the Date… SOS is coming!! 

St. John Fisher Chapel will host or  

provide support to South Oakland  

Shelter guests remotely at South  

Oakland Shelter currently housed at 

Lighthouse in Pontiac during the week 

of July 19-26, 2020. Please plan to be a 

part of this fun, amazing and spiritually 

gratifying experience!! We will make a 

decision regarding how we will support 

SOS that week by mid-May.   

     The SOS Leadership Committee will 

be meeting in May to plan how we’ll be 

serving SOS this year. Committee Lead 

positions are available. If you are inter-

ested, please contact Susan Weber at 

248-320-4072 or Ann Chinn at 248-217-

8814. Stay tuned for more information.  

did you know? information, opportunities, notes ... 
Fr. Mike’s Notes… 

Easter 2020 

In this fourth week of our Easter  

celebration we focus our attention on 

leadership; an appropriate focus for us 

as we prepare to transition to new  

leadership here at the parish. Fr. Jones 

has met with the Pastoral Team and he 

also had the opportunity to meet with 

the Parish Pastoral Council last  

weekend. Moving toward July we will 

have ample time to focus our attention 

on who leads us in our faith lives and 

what do I personally contribute to the 

growth of our faith as a family and as  

a parish family. 

    I urge each of you to pray for Father 

Jones and the other priests who will be 

coming with him to form the Oratory of 

St. Phillip Neri. Remain open to where 

Christ the Good Shepherd is calling us 

and pray for the faith to follow. 

    Looks like we are still a couple of 

weeks away from being able to worship 

together as a parish so please stay  

connected via our on line offerings of 

the weekly mass and our bulletin and  

e-blasts. You should be receiving a  

mailing from me this week detailing the 

financial challenges facing us as a parish 

- take that challenge to your own  

personal prayer and respond  

accordingly. - Fr. Mike 

The Parish Council met  
with Fr. Dan Jones 
Since Fr. Mike announced his transfer 

to St. Owen, we have been eager to 

meet his replacement, Fr. Dan Jones. 

The Parish Council including Ann Chinn, 

John Cloutier, Karen MacEachern, Geoff 

Ellis, Elizabeth Kelly, Hedley Williams, 

Brian Clark and Finance Committee 

Chairperson, Tom Czarnecki met via 

Zoom with Fr. Dan. We shared a little  

of our parish’s history and openly dis-

cussed concerns about the forthcoming 

transition. In return, Fr. Dan shared 

some of his own history and faith  

journey that has brought him to            



St. John Fisher Chapel. Fr. Dan is excited  

to join such a vibrant and active com-

munity, with our many ministries. He is 

eager to learn more about us and the 

wonderful things we do.  

     Fr. Dan understands how the word 

Oratory may cause confusion or even 

anxiety, especially when used by many 

people in different contexts. Fr. Dan 

grew up in the metro Detroit area, but 

as part of his theological training he 

spent many years abroad including 

more than 10 years in Europe; in  

England and Italy. This period was  

foundational to the formation of his 

faith and his approach to priesthood. It 

was during these years that he learned 

about the concept of an Oratory. In his 

view, an Oratory is simply a priestly 

communal residence. It is quite  

common for Priests to become lonely 

or isolated and, since Priests inherently 

understand each other, it is helpful and 

supportive for them to live together  

as a family. The Oratory idea is ‘life  

together as brothers’. 

     We discussed concerns about the 

planning and communication of the 

change. Fr. Dan said that it is normal for 

the Archbishop to make a change with-

out prior consultation with the parish.  

Perhaps SJFC has a unique history in 

that Fr. Jerry engaged the parish quite 

extensively as he prepared for his  

retirement and the transition to Fr. 

Mike. In any case, the goal of the  

current change is to put a renewed  

focus on outreach and evangelization 

with the students at Oakland University 

along with the current parish.  

     Fr. Dan would like to calm some of 

the concerns that have been expressed 

about changes to the liturgy. He  

described himself as a ‘Vatican II kid’ 

and dismissed the idea of him returning 

the church to a Tridentine mass. In fact, 

he is interested in hearing about what  

we do at SJF and why we feel it is so 

special. We encouraged Fr. Dan to 

reach out to both Fr. Mike and Fr. Jerry 

to discuss our approach to the liturgy 

and understand the context that 

shaped these elements.  

     Saint John Fisher’s costs will include 

the Associate Pastor's salary (less than 

a Pastor), food & housing but only 

housing for Fr. Dan. The Pastor’s salary 

(and food) will be supported by Sacred 

Heart Major Seminary where he is a full 

time Associate Professor of Theology. 

The parish will not purchase any resi-

dence. Fr. Dan is looking for a modest 

house to rent. A third priest will be  

joining the group residence for one 

year, but he is 100% financially support-

ed by the Diocese of Savannah, GA 

which he serves.  

     We expect you will hear more from 

Fr. Dan through a letter in the parish 

bulletin, or via a video posted to our 

church website. We encouraged Fr. Dan 

to directly share some of his perspec-

tives and his background, as well as 

touching on topics of concern to the 

parish and ministries. Fr. Dan is also 

meeting with the Finance Council this 

week to understand our financial  

situation and to provide leadership.  

     In closing, our first meeting with  

Fr. Dan was uplifting and greatly  

encouraging. We found him to be open 

and genuine. He listened. He spoke 

from the heart. He stressed that he is 

excited and interested to get to know 

us as a parish, and that he is interested 

in continuity. In turn, we encourage you 

all to pray for Fr. Dan and to embrace 

him as a church community with love 

and with open arms. 

- Yours, SJFC Parish Council 

 

p.s. If you know a parish member that 

does not have access to a computer, 

feel free to print this letter and share it 

with them. 

   

Prayers and Resources 
Visit our website to access prayers,  

reflections and prayer resources on the 

“Mass Recordings and Resources” box 

on the homepage. These resources can 

help you focus your thoughts and  

prayers regarding the current health 

crisis in our world. Please use them and 

feel free to share with anyone who you 

think might appreciate them.    

- Nancy Mason Bordley 

  

Spiritual Direction  
Are current events testing your faith? 

Are you having a hard time praying? 

Does God feel distant? Would you like 

to schedule a phone or Skype call? I’m 

available to meet for Spiritual Direction 

by appointment. Please email me at 

parishserv@aol.com or call the office at 

St. John Fisher, extension 3101 and 

leave a message.  - Nancy Mason Bordley 

  

Mass Recordings 
Visit our website and click on the box 

on the main page labeled “Mass Re-

cordings” to listen to the latest  

recording. Future recordings will be 

created when possible and will be  

available on that web page. Thank you 

to all who make this resource available.  

Contemplative Living  

“You don't have to let 

yourself be terrorized 

by other people's  

expectations of you.” 

- Sue Patton Thoele 



Electronic Bulletins 
If you wish to receive the weekly SJF  

E-bulletin, please visit our website. On 

the home page, click the “E-Bulletin” 

button to get to the sign-up link. This 

weekly email provides quick links,  

summaries of SJF events, recent  

updates and communications from our 

leadership. There is no cost. 

  

A Family Perspective 
In today’s gospel Jesus tells us, HE IS 

THE WAY and warns anyone who offers 

“another way” to happiness is “a thief 

and a bandit.” Strong words! Don’t  

listen to the sales pitch of society for 

happiness. Look to yourself where God 

is present and “calls you by name and 

leads you to abundant life.” - Bud Ozar 

  

In Sympathy  
The St. John Fisher Community extends 

its deepest sympathy and prayers to: 

     The family of parishioner,  

Evelyn Jackolow, who passed away 

April 18, 2020 in Rochester Hills, MI. 

     The family of parishioner,  

Shirley Smith, who passed away  

April 17, 2020 in Rochester, MI. 

     The family of parishioner, Sarah Plas, 

who passed away April 5, 2020 in Orion 

Township, MI. 

     Mary Jo and Daniel Hickey and family 

on the death of her parents and parish-

ioners, Dr. George Gerber, who passed 

away April 7, 2020 in Rochester, MI and 

Manya Gerber, who passed away 

March 31, 2020 in Rochester Hills, MI.  

  

SJF Front Office Assistant  
We are currently seeking someone  

interested in working one or two days 

per week in the front office at St. John 

Fisher. Candidates must possess a 

working knowledge and proficiency of 

MS Office programs, enjoy people, 

phone work, and a varied work day. A 

friendly disposition while respecting 

confidential and private information is a 

must. The weekly schedule may vary 

but once trained, regular work days 

would be more the norm than the ex-

ception. If interested in applying, please 

forward your resume to Sue Buratto at 

faithworks@sjfcup.com or contact her 

with questions at 248-373-6457 x3107. 

 

Maintaining Our  
Financial Health 
During this period of national  

emergency, where we are all being 

asked to do things differently in order 

to stem the spread of COVID-19, we 

would like to thank all our parish  

members who are signed up to  

contribute electronically to the parish 

on a regular basis. This will be a  

significant help while all daily and  

weekend Masses are temporarily  

suspended. 

     For community members who regu-

larly contribute at Mass, please mail 

your contribution to St. John Fisher, 

3665 E. Walton Blvd, Auburn Hills, MI  

48326 or drop off contributions at the 

parish office Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day, Friday between 9am and 4pm.  

     Please enclose your gift in either a 

parish envelope or a regular envelope 

with your name and address showing 

so we can properly track all contribu-

tions for future tax reporting purposes. 

You can also give through our website, 

www.stjohnfisherparish.org and select 

the “give” tab. This will direct you to 

OSV (Our Sunday Visitor). Please follow 

the instructions to set up your own  

on-line giving account. Please contact 

Lori Rafferty at 248-373-6457 with any 

questions. 

     Thank you for your on-going financial 

support during these challenging times. 

With your help, we will continue to  

support our mission, vision, and values 

as a faith-based community. 

Offertory Collections…  
Our Offertory is the primary source of  

funds for our day-to-day operations.  

Donations through our On Line Giving  

program are deposited daily.  

Please contact Lori Rafferty with  

any questions. 

Week ending April 26, 2020: 

Envelopes: $1,258 

Electronics: $2,147 

Total: $3,405 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 

YTD Offertory Collected: $527,068 

YTD Offertory Budgeted: $574,414 

Over/(Short) from Budget: $(47,346) 

Other Collections: 

Peter’s Pence: $420 

Aid for Church in Central/ 

     Eastern Europe: $307 

Catholic Relief Services: $125 

Priests’ Pension: $3,769 

Mission Sunday: $510 

Catholic Charities of SE MI: $910 

Retirement for Religious: $2,936 

Total: $8,977 

  

Following Francis   

Jesus wants to establish with 

his friends a relationship which 

mirrors his own relationship 

with his Father: a relationship 

of reciprocal belonging in full 

trust, in intimate communion. 

To express this profound  

understanding, this relation-

ship of friendship, Jesus uses 

the image of the shepherd 

with his sheep; he calls them 

and they recognize his voice, 

they respond to his call and 

follow him. - Pope Francis 



St. John Fisher Chapel University Parish 
3665 Walton Boulevard 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
  

Main Contacts: 
  
Phone: 248-373-6457, x3100 
Fax: 248-373-5479 
Web: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
Facebook.com/SJFCUP 
  
University Ministry: 248-370-2189 
www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
  
Religious Education: 248-373-3130 
  
Bulletin Submissions to:   
frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
St. John Fisher Community Prayers: 
prayer@sjfcup.com 
  
Pontiac Area Vicariate: 
Facebook.com/pontiacareavicariate 
  
Pastor:  
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Council Members  
parishcouncil@sjfcup.com 
Ann Chinn 
John Cloutier 
Geoff Ellis 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Karen MacEachern 
Hedley Williams 
  

Business Contacts: 
  
Business Manager 
Lori Rafferty, x3109, 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Data / Records Coordinator  
Linda Guilbert, x3310 
records@sjfcup.com 
  
Support/Promotion/Understanding/ 
Relationship/Relevancy (SPURR) 
evangelization@sjfcup.com 
  
Marketing / Communications / Website 
Laura Rangos, marketing@sjfcup.com 
  
Office Manager 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Finance Council 
Tom Czarnecki, Chair - 248-373-5333  
  
  
  

Ministry Contacts 
  
Administration/Buildings/Grounds 
Marvin Johnson, 248-377-1019  
bldgngnds@sjfcup.com 
  
Catholic Schools Ministry  
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Child Church Ministry 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Campus/Young Adult 
Drew Peters, x3106 
catholiccampusministry@sjfcup.com 
apeters@oakland.edu 
  
FaithWorks! 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Finance & Development 
Lori Rafferty, x3109 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Formation 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Worship / Pastoral Care 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Companion Ministry  
Jan Elbert, 248-673-5502 
Laura Kennedy, 248-652-7754 
companionministry@sjfcup.com 
  
Earth Care Ministry 
Janet Remington, 248-373-6457 
earthcare@sjfcup.com 
  
Family Faith Sharing (FFS) 
Catechetical Leader    
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
FFS Catechetical Assistant 
Laura Rangos, x3102  
ffsassistant@sjfcup.com 
  
Gluten-free Ministry 
Mary Fabian, 248-709-0810 
busia611@gmail.com 
Karen Hope, 901-626-1213 
kahope5@comcast.net 
  
Helping Hands Ministry 
Casey Jones, 248-373-6457 
helpinghands@sjfcup.com 
  
  

  
  
Justice and Peace Ministry 
Barb Staniszewski, X3302 
justiceandpeace@sjfcup.com 
  
Knights of Columbus #5452 
Parish Representatives: 
Jack Hretz, 248-276-0439 
  
Liturgical Ministers 
Front Office, frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Art and Environment 
Carolyn Gross, 248-379-4606 
Mercy Nicosia, 248-656-4141 
artenviron@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Preparation Coordinator  
Julie Czarnecki, 248-373-5333  
julczgem5@gmail.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Ritual Planning 
Nancy Ritter, 248-652-6643 
ritualplan@sjfcup.com 
  
Music Ministry 
Terry Gonda, x3306, music@sjfcup.com 
  
Outreach Ministry 
Sue Buratto, x3107 
outreach@sjfcup.com 
  
PeaceXPeace Ministry 
Liz Loria, 248-318-0012, pxp@sjfcup.com 
  
Sacraments 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Scouts 
Rick Drummer, 248-373-4986 
scouts@sjfcup.com 
  
Senior Youth Group 
Megan and Chris Gerbino 
youthgroup@sjfcup.com 
  
Scripture Study 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
Spirituality 
Nancy Mason Bordley 
spirituality@sjfcup.com 
  
Vocations Awareness 
All Chapel members 
  
Women’s Spirituality 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
  


