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April 5, 2020  

… the promise of rebirth ... 
Lenten Season • Palm Sunday 



Saturday, April 4 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

   Corner Shower Laundry Drive 

 5:30pm  Mass - Palm Sunday - Cancelled 

  

Sunday, April 5 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

   Corner Shower Laundry Drive 

 10:00am  Mass - Palm Sunday - Cancelled 

 5:30pm  Excante Rehearsal - Cancelled 

 7:00pm  Music Group Rehearsal - Cancelled 

 

Monday, April 6 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 5:30pm  NO Family Faith Sharing K-5  

 7:00pm  NO Family Faith Sharing 6-8  

 

Tuesday, April 7 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 5:30pm  Prayer for Spanish Speakers - Cancelled 

 

Wednesday, April 8 
   Parish Offices and Building Closed 

 11:30am  Prayer Shawl - Cancelled 

 7:30pm  Boy Scouts Meeting - Cancelled 

  

Thursday, April 9 
 6:00pm  Eucharistic Exposition - Cancelled 

 7:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

  

Friday, April 10 
 12:15pm  Mass - Cancelled 

 7:15pm  Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday, April 11 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

   Corner Shower Laundry Drive 

 12:15pm  Blessing of Food - Cancelled 

 9:00pm  Easter Vigil Mass - Cancelled 

  

 

Sunday, April 12 
   Ellacuria Lenten Project 

   Corner Shower Laundry Drive 

 8:30am  Easter Mass - Cancelled 

 11:00am  Easter Mass - Cancelled 

 

Readings for the week of April 5 
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/

Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54  Monday: Is 42:1-7/Ps 

27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11  Tuesday: Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-

4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38,  

 Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/

Mt 26:14-25  Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 

89:21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21,  Evening Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 

[cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15  Friday: Is 52:13-53:12/

Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 

18:1-19:42  Saturday: Vigil: Gn 1:1-2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 

5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 [5b]/

Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 

14:15-15:1/Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 

11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32-4:4/Ps 

19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 

[42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/

Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10  Next Sunday: 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 

5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 

 

Offertory 3-29-2020 YTD Total: $503,137, short ($19,521) 
Please find detailed information in “Offertory Collections.” 

 

From noon onward, darkness came  

over the whole land until three in the  

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus 

cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God,  

my God, why have you forsaken me?” … 

But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, 

and gave up his spirit. (Mt. 27: 48-51)  

Gospel Mantra: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Calendar April 4 - April 12, 2020 



what’s coming? events, programs, classes ... 

Temporary Closure  
on Wednesdays 
Until the COVID-19 restrictions are  

lifted, the parish building will be  

completely closed on Wednesdays.  

For dropping in and off during the 

week, the building will remain open 

from 9am-4pm on Mondays, Tuesdays,  

Thursdays and Fridays. Be well and  

stay distanced. 

  

Now - April 26 

Corner Shower Laundry 

The Corner Shower Laundry recently 

opened in St. Peter's Episcopal Church 

in Detroit. It is a separate 501c3  

organization. Their mission is to “give 

people a fresh start” by providing a 

warm, clean, safe place to wash/groom 

themselves and do laundry. Corner  

     Shower Laundry has four private 

shower stalls, three sink stations, a  

lavatory, and washers and dryers.  

     They need the following toiletries  

in TRAVEL size only: 

· Shampoo 

· Conditioner 

· Bar Soap 

· Deodorant  (Not anti-perspirant) 

Also needed are: 

· Men's disposable razors 

· Air fresheners 

· Detergent “Free and Clear” - full size 

     Collection bins are in the Gathering 

Area and Coatroom. The building will be 

open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Friday from 9am-4pm for dropping off 

during the week. Thank you for any 

items you can provide.  

- Louise Borucki, Outreach Ministry 

 

Now - May 3 

Our Lenten Works of Mercy 

Clean Water for Families 

With the help of the St. John Fisher 

community during our Lenten project 

we will be able to provide 70 families 

with a Filter System for their water. The 

cost for each system is $75 which  

includes the extensive training to raise 

the awareness of hygiene, clean water 

and the care of the filters.  

     Our gift for 70 families in Ellacuria is a 

gift of health and wellness. Each family 

will receive one filter system. One mem-

ber of each family must attend the 

training session on the care and use of 

the system which will last for 10 years.   

Scholarships for Ellacuria 

The village of Ellacuria does not have a 

high school. After their primary educa-

tion, students who want to continue 

Lenten Season - Palm Sunday 
Jesus, there are days I can readily call out in gratitude and praise to you with a great Hosanna!  

Then there are times when my faith is deeply shaken and I can barely lift my eyes. Through the  

example of your Passion, help me to hold firmly to the promise of rebirth. Draw us deeper into  

your story of courage, healing, and compassion this Lent, so our eyes are opened, and our hearts  

and minds transfigured to be one with Yours. In Your name we pray, Amen. 



their schooling have to travel by bus 

every day to the provincial town of 

Chalatenango. While the government 

pays the schooling, students pay for 

their own transportation and their own 

books at a cost of $330.00 a year, a cost 

that most families cannot afford. 

     In order to pursue college/graduate 

degrees, students have to move to San 

Salvador and find their own place to live 

(at a cost of $70 a month or $840 for 

the year). Education is for many the 

only opportunity of making a living in 

their own country. 

     As a reminder please make checks to 

Los Olivos-CIS. Due to the shutdown we 

are extending this collection through 

May 3. The parish offices are open M, T, 

Th, Fr, 9am-4pm. We thank you always 

for your generosity! - Outreach Ministry 

 

April 6 - April 10 

Palms Available 

Since Palm Sunday Masses have been 

cancelled, the palms, blessed by Fr. 

Mike, will be available in the gathering 

space at St. John Fisher, 9am-4pm 

throughout Holy Week on M, T, Th & F. 

July 19 - July 26 

Save the Date… SOS is coming!! 

St. John Fisher Chapel will host guests 

from South Oakland Shelter during the 

week of July 19-26, 2020. Please plan to 

be a part of this fun, amazing and  

spiritually gratifying experience!! 

     The SOS Leadership Committee will 

be meeting on May 12, 2020 at 7pm to 

plan this year’s event. Committee Lead 

positions are available. If you are inter-

ested in being part of our Leadership 

Team, please contact Susan Weber at 

248-320-4072 or Ann Chinn at 248-217-

8814 by April 27, 2020. Stay tuned for 

more information later in the Spring. 

did you know? information, opportunities, notes ... 

Fr. Mike’s Notes… 

Holy Week 2020 

Boiled down to just one-word Holy 

Week can be captured in today’s gospel 

song: “Hosanna.” The simple chant of 

Palm Sunday is best translated as “save 

us” which this year more than most is a 

timely prayer. Our frailty as a human 

race is showing itself in the midst of this 

pandemic and we truly are in need of 

being saved. 

     We are reminded this weekend that 

salvation is a two-way street with God 

always ready to forgive and welcome 

and His creation called to faithfulness. 

We began this Lenten journey a month 

ago with the burned palm ash placed on 

our foreheads reminding us that we 

have failed in our part of the bargain 

when we cried out “save us.”  If we 

were in church together a good 

“Friendly Time” question would be: 

“How can I rely on God during my trials 

and hardships? How will this help?” 

     As a way to stay connected,  

please go to our website,  

stjohnfisherparish.org to view and  

participate in our Holy Week masses.  

Be safe! - Fr. Mike 

 

Mass Recordings 
Visit our website (click in the box on the 

main page labeled: Mass recordings) to 

listen to the latest recording of March 

21 and March 29 SJF masses. Future 

recordings will be created when possi-

ble and will be available on that web 

page. Thank you to the Verbrugee  

family, Terry Gonda and Kirsti Reeve 

who help make this resource available.  

 

Electronic Bulletins 
If you wish to receive the weekly  

E-bulletin from SJF, please visit our 

website. On the home page, click the  

“E-Bulletin” button to get you to the 

sign-up link. This weekly email provides 

quick links, summaries of SJF events, 

recent updates and communications 

from our leadership. There is no cost. 

Spiritual Direction  
Are current events testing your faith? 

Are you having a hard time praying? 

Does God feel distant? Would you like 

to schedule a phone or Skype call? I’m 

available to meet for Spiritual Direction 

by appointment. Please email me at 

parishserv@aol.com or call the office at 

St. John Fisher, extension 3101 and 

leave a message.  

- Nancy Mason Bordley 

  

Prayer Reflections  
and Resources 
Visit our website to access prayers,  

reflections and prayer resources on the 

“Mass Recordings and Resources” box 

on the homepage. These resources can 

help you focus your thoughts and  

prayers regarding the current health 

crisis in our world. Please use them and 

feel free to share with anyone who you 

think might appreciate them.  

- Nancy Mason Bordley 



Daffodils for  
Dinosaurs Lives On 
Thirty years ago, St. John Fisher parish-

ioner, Eugenia “Jean” Bajorek, sparked 

the idea to support Dinosaur Hill by  

selling cheery daffodils and says, “My 

goal was to encourage the whole com-

munity to take part in a ‘fun’-raiser to 

support Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve.  

After 30 years, I’m so happy that  

Daffodils for Dinosaurs is still  

welcoming spring to our community.” 

We are thankful and blessed to know 

this innovative, tireless and welcoming  

human being. Thank you Jean!    

 

From Parish Council… 
Dear St. John Fisher Faith Family, 

As we know, St. John Fisher will be  

assigned a new Pastor beginning July 1, 

2020. To better understand this change 

and address your concerns, three listen-

ing sessions were scheduled. However, 

out of concern for your safety during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the sessions 

have been postponed. Your concerns 

are important to us. We appreciate that 

many of you have already reached  

out to the Parish Council with your  

concerns. We thank you for this and 

have kept them so please do not 

resend. If you have not, the Parish 

Council asks that you please contact us 

by April 6, 2020 via:  

1. email parishcouncil@sjfcup.com or 

2. mail your feedback to: 

St John Fisher Chapel Parish Council  

3665 E Walton Blvd 

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

     In addition, we have created a  

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

document to provide you with real  

information about these changes as 

information is available. This document 

will be updated regularly and is now 

posted on the SJF website and paper 

copies are in the gathering space. 

     Pakistani writer and spoken word 

artist, Raheel Farooq once said: “The 

greatest fear in life is not of death, but 

unsolicited change.” While we didn’t 

solicit these changes, we will navigate 

this transition together as the faith  

family of St. John Fisher. That’s our 

pledge. Blessings to you, 

- St. John Fisher Chapel Parish Council 

Pastorate Change  
Listening Sessions 
The Pastoral Team wants to give our 

community the opportunity to share 

and be heard regarding the recently 

announced change in pastorate. With 

the recent COVID-19 threats, we are 

working on providing these opportuni-

ties sometime after Easter. You will also 

have an opportunity via Parish Council 

to voice your concerns. Our community 

remains strong and unified in our  

mutual concerns. We look forward to 

hearing from and being with you soon.  

- SJF Pastoral Team: Fr. Mike,  

Kathy Rochon, Andrew Peters,  

Lori Rafferty, Sue Buratto 

  

A Family Perspective 

Palm Sunday 

The cruel death of Jesus tells us bad 

things can and do happen to very good 

people. It also tells us God is present 

during the suffering. Bad things happen 

but God does not abandon us.  

- Bud Ozar 

Contemplative Living  

As our inner language 

becomes self-loving and 

healthy, our feelings 

will surge ahead, eager 

to enjoy the journey. 

- Sue Patton Thoele 



In Sympathy  
The St. John Fisher Community extends 

its deepest sympathy and prayers to: 

     Brian and Cathy Donohoe and family 

on the passing of his father, Michael 

Donohoe, who passed away March 28, 

2020 in Rochester Hills, Michigan. 

    Pat and Brannon Holt and family on 

the death of her father, Edward Brager, 

who passed away March 24, 2020 in 

Michigan.   

     Marianne and Al Morgan and  

family on the death of her father, 

Thomas Schuckel, who passed away 

March 19, 2020 in Punta Gorda, Florida. 

     Mark and Janet Perwerton 

and family on the death of his mother, 

Gertrude Perwerton, who passed away 

March 9, 2020 in Michigan. 

     Colleen and Mike Daley and  

family on the death of her brother, 

James Stone, Jr., who passed away 

March 4, 2020 in Southfield, MI.  

  

SJF Front Office Assistant  
We are currently seeking someone  

interested in one or two days per week 

working in the front office at St. John 

Fisher. Candidates must possess a 

working knowledge and proficiency of 

MS Office programs, enjoy people, 

phone work, and a varied work day. A 

friendly disposition while respecting 

confidential and private information is  

a must. The weekly schedule may vary 

but once trained, regular work days 

would be more the norm than the ex-

ception. If interested in applying, please 

forward your resume to Sue Buratto at 

faithworks@sjfcup.com or contact her 

with questions at 248-373-6457 x3107. 

  

Sacraments:  

General Sacrament Information 

www.stjohnfisherparish.org 

 

 

Offertory Collections…  
Our Offertory is the primary source of  

funds for our day-to-day operations.  

Donations through our On Line Giving  

program are deposited daily.  

Please contact Lori Rafferty with  

any questions. 

Week ending March 29, 2020: 

Envelopes: $1,575 

Electronics: $2,507 

Total: $4,082 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 

YTD Offertory Collected: $503,137 

YTD Offertory Budgeted: $522,658 

Over/(Short) from Budget: $(19,521) 

Other Collections: 

Peter’s Pence: $420 

Aid for Church in Central/ 

     Eastern Europe: $307 

Catholic Relief Services: $50 

Priests’ Pension: $3,666 

Mission Sunday: $510 

Catholic Charities of SE MI: $910 

Retirement for Religious: $2,936 

Total: $8,799 

 

Maintaining Our  
Financial Health 
During this period of national emergen-

cy, where we are all being asked to do 

things differently in order to stem the 

spread of the coronavirus, we would 

like to thank all our parish members 

who are signed up to contribute  

electronically to the parish on a regular 

basis. This will be a significant help 

while all daily and weekend Masses are 

temporarily suspended. 

     For community members who  

regularly contribute at Mass, whether it 

be weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, etc., you 

can mail your contribution to St. John 

Fisher, 3665 E. Walton Blvd, Auburn 

Hills, MI  48326 or drop off your  

contributions at the parish office  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  

between 9am and 4pm.  

 

     Please put your gift in either a parish 

envelope or a regular envelope with 

your name and address showing so we 

can properly track all contributions for 

future tax reporting purposes. You can 

also give through our website, 

www.stjohnfisherparish.org and select 

the “give” tab. This will direct you to 

OSV (Our Sunday Visitor) and you can 

follow the instructions to set up your 

own on-line giving account. Please  

contact Lori Rafferty at 248-373-6457 

with any questions. 

     Thank you for your on-going financial 

support during these challenging times. 

With your help, we will continue to  

support our mission, vision, and values 

as a faith-based community. 

 

Following Francis   

Pray together for the 

many people who are 

not succeeding in  

coping and remain in 

fear because of this  

pandemic. May the Lord 

help them to have the 

strength to cope for the 

good of the community. 
- Pope Francis 



St. John Fisher Chapel University Parish 
3665 Walton Boulevard 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
  

Main Contacts: 
  
Phone: 248-373-6457, x3100 
Fax: 248-373-5479 
Web: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
Facebook.com/SJFCUP 
  
University Ministry: 248-370-2189 
www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
  
Religious Education: 248-373-3130 
  
Bulletin Submissions to:   
frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
St. John Fisher Community Prayers: 
prayer@sjfcup.com 
  
Pontiac Area Vicariate: 
Facebook.com/pontiacareavicariate 
  
Pastor:  
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Council Members  
parishcouncil@sjfcup.com 
Ann Chinn 
John Cloutier 
Geoff Ellis 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Karen MacEachern 
Hedley Williams 
  

Business Contacts: 
  
Business Manager 
Lori Rafferty, x3109, 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Data / Records Coordinator  
Linda Guilbert, x3310 
records@sjfcup.com 
  
Support/Promotion/Understanding/ 
Relationship/Relevancy (SPURR) 
evangelization@sjfcup.com 
  
Marketing / Communications / Website 
Laura Rangos, marketing@sjfcup.com 
  
Office Manager 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
Faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Finance Council 
Tom Czarnecki, Chair - 248-373-5333  
  
  
  

Ministry Contacts 
  
Administration/Buildings/Grounds 
Marvin Johnson, 248-377-1019  
bldgngnds@sjfcup.com 
  
Catholic Schools Ministry  
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Child Church Ministry 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Campus/Young Adult 
Drew Peters, x3106 
catholiccampusministry@sjfcup.com 
apeters@oakland.edu 
  
FaithWorks! 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Finance & Development 
Lori Rafferty, x3109 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Formation 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Worship / Pastoral Care 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Companion Ministry  
Jan Elbert, 248-673-5502 
Laura Kennedy, 248-652-7754 
companionministry@sjfcup.com 
  
Earth Care Ministry 
Janet Remington, 248-373-6457 
earthcare@sjfcup.com 
  
Family Faith Sharing (FFS) 
Catechetical Leader    
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
FFS Catechetical Assistant 
Laura Rangos, x3102  
ffsassistant@sjfcup.com 
  
Gluten-free Ministry 
Mary Fabian, 248-709-0810 
busia611@gmail.com 
Karen Hope, 901-626-1213 
kahope5@comcast.net 
  
Helping Hands Ministry 
Casey Jones, 248-373-6457 
helpinghands@sjfcup.com 
  
  

  
  
Justice and Peace Ministry 
Barb Staniszewski, X3302 
justiceandpeace@sjfcup.com 
  
Knights of Columbus #5452 
Parish Representatives: 
Jack Hretz, 248-276-0439 
  
Liturgical Ministers 
Front Office, frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Art and Environment 
Carolyn Gross, 248-379-4606 
Mercy Nicosia, 248-656-4141 
artenviron@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Preparation Coordinator  
Julie Czarnecki, 248-373-5333  
julczgem5@gmail.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Ritual Planning 
Nancy Ritter, 248-652-6643 
ritualplan@sjfcup.com 
  
Music Ministry 
Terry Gonda, x3306, music@sjfcup.com 
  
Outreach Ministry 
Sue Buratto, x3107 
outreach@sjfcup.com 
  
PeaceXPeace Ministry 
Liz Loria, 248-318-0012, pxp@sjfcup.com 
  
Sacraments 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Scouts 
Rick Drummer, 248-373-4986 
scouts@sjfcup.com 
  
Senior Youth Group 
Megan and Chris Gerbino 
youthgroup@sjfcup.com 
  
Scripture Study 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
Spirituality 
Nancy Mason Bordley 
spirituality@sjfcup.com 
  
Vocations Awareness 
All Chapel members 
  
Women’s Spirituality 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
  


