
Living in the world today as disciples of Jesus the Christ 

February 16, 2020  

Ellacuria 
Lenten  
Project 

Clean Water Filters ... 



Calendar February 15 - February 23, 2020 

Saturday, February 15  
 5:30pm  Mass 

 5:30pm  Baptism 

   Welcomers: Iris & George Barbu 

   Lector 1: Isabella Vecchio; Lector 2: Lucy Vecchio 

 

Sunday, February 16 
 10:00am  Mass 

   Welcomers: Elisa Visciglio, Camilla Visciglio 

   Lector 1: Philip Jeszke; Lector 2: Elizabeth Kelly 

   Children’s Liturgy: Dana and Evalina Lentini 

   Coffee Hosts: Nancy and Richard Brennan,  

   Marv Johnson 

   Collection Counters: Team Six 

 11:30am  Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

 

Monday, February 17 
 12:15pm  Mass 

   NO Faith Formation Dinner 

   NO Family Faith Sharing, K-5 

   NO Family Faith Sharing, 6-8 

 

Tuesday, February 18 
 12:15pm  Mass 

 5:30pm  Prayer Group for Spanish Speakers 

 

Wednesday, February 19 
   Parish Offices Closed 

 9:30am  Scripture Study 

 7:00pm  PeaceXPeace Ministry Meeting 

 7:30pm  Boy Scouts Meeting 

 

Thursday, February 20 
 9:30am  Ellacuria Project Committee 

 6:00pm  Eucharistic Exposition 

 7:00pm  Grief, Loss, Transition Support Group 

 7:15pm  Mass 

 

Friday, February 21 
 12:15pm  Mass 

 

Saturday, February 22 
 5:30pm  Confirmation Mass 

   Welcomers: Barb and Hedley Williams 

   Lector 1: Richard Koehn; Lector 2: Tina Lins 

 

Sunday, February 23 
 10:00am  Mass 

   Welcomers: Robert & Susan Weber 

   Lector 1: Kathryn Jones; Lector 2: Caitlin O’Brien 

   Children’s Liturgy: Cheri McEneaney 

   Coffee Hosts:  Karen Bishop, Lisa & Bill Haubert 

   Collection Counters: Team Seven 

 5:30pm  ExCante Rehearsal 

 6:00pm  Youth Group Meeting 

 7:00pm  Music Group Rehearsal 

 

Readings for the week of February 16 
Sunday: Sir 15:15-20/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 [1b]/1 Cor 2:6-

10/Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37  Monday: Jas 1:1-

11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76 [77a]/Mk 8:11-13  Tuesday:  

Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19 [12a]/Mk 8:14-21  

 Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [1b]/Mk 8:22-

26  Thursday: Jas 2:1-9/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [7a]/Mk 8:27-33  

 Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 1b]/Mk 8:34-9:1 

 Saturday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19  

 Next Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

[8a]/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48  

 

Offertory 2-09-2020 YTD Total: $428,771, short ($16,746) 

Please find detailed information in “Offertory Collections.” 

 

 

“Therefore, if you bring your gift to the  

altar, and there recall that your brother  

has anything against you, leave your gift 

there at the altar, go first and be  

reconciled with your brother, and then 

come and offer your gift.” (Mt. 17:23)  

Gospel Mantra: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  



what’s coming? events, programs, classes ... 

Thursday, February 20 

Grief/Loss/Transition  
Support Group 

Mary Jean Schoettle, L.M.S.W., will  

facilitate (for our community only) from  

7-8:30pm in the Faith Formation 

Lounge. The support group will help 

participants to share, heal and grow 

from their experiences, in a supportive, 

understanding and confidential setting. 

- Mary Jean, support@sjfcup.com 

 

Monday, February 24 

Hospice Care Program  
for Companion Ministers  

We hope you will join us at 7pm in the 

Activities Room for an informational 

program on Hospice Care. The speaker 

for our program, Wendy Abreo, is a 

Hospice Nurse and Companion Minister.  

     Interested in Companion Ministry, or 

perhaps the topic of Hospice Care? 

Please join us.  Feel free to bring a 

friend. - Jan Elbert and Laura Kennedy, 

Companion Ministry Co-Leaders 

 

Tuesday, February 25 

100 Women Who Care 

All women are invited to join us for the 

quarterly gathering of 100 Women Who 

Care at 7pm in the Activities Center.   

As part of a yearlong commitment to 

membership, each woman is invited to 

present an overview of a non-profit 

they represent and if chosen will have 

five minutes to pitch their case for win-

ning the quarterly grant of almost 

$25,000. Your quarterly contribution of 

$100 helps fund the winning grant.   

Register at: 100womenwhocare-

greaterrochester.org 

Saturday, February 29 

Listening to One Another  
Dinner/Discussion 

Brian Dickerson is a deputy editor and 

columnist for the Detroit Free Press. In a 

column written in August, 2019 he re-

counts a visit he made to a senior com-

munity in Novi (split almost 50/50 in 

their politics). He invited the audience 

of about 200 to describe, and listen  

to their neighbors describe, the life  

experiences that have shaped their own 

political convictions. 

    Did anyone change their minds after 

this hour-long discussion and listening 

session? Maybe not, but at least they 

listened to each other’s stories and  

began to understand each other a  

little bit better. 

    We have invited Mr. Dickerson to St. 

John Fisher to do the same thing here. 

Ellacuria Lenten Project  
Supports Students and Clean Water 
The 2019 Lenten Project support of $12,000 from the St. John Fisher community was a great boost for 

students and those living in and around the area of Ellacuria as well as our sponsored student from El 

Salvador, Deisy Marisol. We look forward to our continued relationship with CIS - El Salvador and 

those who work tirelessly to bring bright, healthy futures to their young people through our upcom-

ing 2020 Ellacuria Lenten Project. Currently there are 18 post- high school and 18 high school students 

counting on our support so they can continue their educations. Can we count on you to help support 

them during Lent 2020? Additionally, we will join with 40 families in the area to enjoy clean water via 

the water filters provided to them through our donations. 

     Visit our SJF website or E-bulletin to read the reports from Leslie Schuld, our in-country contact and  

director of Los Olivos—CIS in El Salvador, on how our monies were utilized along with the year-end 

report describing all their work. The Archdiocese asks we please make our checks payable directly to 

Los Olivos CIS to avoid the 7% tax to the AoD.  SJF will send on all the collected checks to CIS. 

     Thank you for your generosity!  Truly, the blessings of our lives helps them reveal more blessings in 

theirs. Please pick-up a Lenten Box beginning Ash Wednesday. We thank you!  - Outreach Ministry 

mailto:support@sjfcup.com


He will be with us, beginning with din-

ner, at 6:30pm in the Activities Center. 

Please plan to join us after 5:30pm mass 

that day and add to our discussion and 

our understanding of each other.  

- Barb Staniszewski, Justice & Peace 

 

Sunday, March 1 

Looking for Justice & Peace? 

Come to our meeting at 8am in the 

Faith Formation Lounge to learn more 

about what we do to provide aware-

ness and social action to our parish 

community in the face of today’s issues 

which impact those who struggle to 

keep their heads above water. Ques-

tions? Contact Barb Staniszewski at  

justiceandpeace@sjfcup.com.  

  

Tuesday, March 3 

Reach Out through Outreach 
Ever want to get more involved in par-

ish-wide service projects? Are you look-

ing for ways to further involve your 

family in the life of the church? Attend 

our meeting at 7pm in the Faith For-

mation Lounge to learn more about 

what we do and how we do it. Contact 

Sue Buratto with questions or for more 

information. faithworks@sjfcup.com   

  

Tuesday, March 10 

2020 Elections Information 

March 10, Presidential Primary* - for 

selecting presidential candidates within 

their respective party plus any ballot 

proposals 

August 4, Primary Election - for select-

ing all other candidates for the Novem-

ber ballot 

November 3, General Election 

*The Mar 10 Election offers us one of 3 

ballots: Republican Primary, Democratic 

Primary, or a Proposal Only Ballot  

without Presidential Primary.  

 

 

1. Voter Registration: You may regis-

ter to vote up to and including the elec-

tion date. You may register to vote by 

mail at any Secretary of State branch 

office or your City/Township Clerk's 

Office up to 15 days prior to an election 

(Feb. 24, July 20, Oct. 19 for the 2020 

elections); in person at the City/

Township Clerk's Office within 14 days 

of an election, up to and including  

Election Day, or online at 

www.Michigan.gov/VoterRegistration. 

Same Day Voter Registration: If you 

register to vote on Election Day at your 

clerk’s office, you are also eligible to 

obtain an absentee ballot until 8pm. 

2. Absentee Ballots: You may request 

an absent voter ballot without provid-

ing a reason. For each election you 

must request an absentee voter ballot 

by submitting to your local city or town-

ship’s clerk’s office a signed written 

request (letter or postcard), or an Ab-

sent Voter Ballot Application form. Ob-

tain an Absent Voter Ballot Application 

in person at the clerk’s office, by mail, 

or download it from City/Township 

offices or Secretary of State at https://

www.michigan.gov/sos/. Request an 

absent voter ballot in person at your 

clerk’s office anytime up to 4pm. on the 

day prior to the election. If you request 

your absentee ballot the day before the 

election or on Election Day, you must 

vote the ballot in the clerk's office. Ab-

sent voter ballots may be issued to you 

at your home address or any address 

outside of your city or township of resi-

dence. Absentee Voter Ballot Applica-

tions may be returned by hand, via mail, 

fax, or email, as long as a signature is 

visible. They must be received by your 

clerk no later than 5pm the Friday be-

fore the election. Absentee ballots 

must be returned to the clerk by 8pm 

on Election Day. Some city/township 

clerk’s offices have drop boxes  

where you can place absent voting  

applications. Contact your clerk’s  

office website for drop box availability 

and location.  

- Pat Kwasek, Justice & Peace Ministry 

  

Saturday, March 14  

St. Patrick’s Pot Luck Dinner 

6:30pm in the Activities Center. Come 

celebrate St Patrick’s Day together. Our 

Entrée - Corned Beef & Cabbage is sup-

plied by our Host Fr. Michael O’LeFevre! 

Please bring a dish to pass to comple-

ment the entrée. Entertainment for the 

evening will be LIVE IRISH music featur-

ing the world-famous Pat Cooper Irish 

Band! The sign-up sheet is on the bulle-

tin board in the Gathering Area. 

     Call for Volunteers - Please consider 

helping us. If you are able to help and/

or have some ideas, please contact our 

Business Manager, Lori Rafferty at  

248-373-6457 x3109 or send an email  

to busmgr@sjfcup.com.  

 

Monday, March 23 and 30 

Jail Ministry Chaplaincy  
Training Sessions 

To join the chaplaincy team at Oakland 

County Jail Ministry, annually there are 

two training sessions offered (first is 

mandatory, second is strongly encour-

aged). The first training session will be 

offered at Oakland County Service Cen-

ter, 1200 N. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, 

Building 38E. Advance registration is 

required by March 9 via email, phone or 

fax:  ocjorientation@gmail.com,  

248-858-5475, or fax 248-338-2695  

- provide name, phone number, email 

and church/faith group name. Picture ID 

is required at both sessions. Registra-

tion forms and maps are posted on  

the west bulletin board in the  

gathering space. 

http://www.michigan.gov/VoterRegistration
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/


Fr. Mike’s Notes… 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Last week’s scripture called upon all 

disciples to be advocates and to live  

our faith lives as examples to the folks 

we live among. This weekend continues 

on this same path challenging disciples 

to be agents of transformation - not 

accepting the status quo or any one’s 

interpretation of reality that doesn’t 

conform to the Good News of  

Jesus Christ. 

     As we ready ourselves for the  

Lenten season in just ten days we can 

use this Sermon on the Mount as a  

paradigm in our spiritual lives. Ponder 

what is missing in your relationship  

with Jesus and how can the forty days 

of Lent fill in the gaps.- Fr. Mike 

 

Maintaining relationships  
with those we disagree 
     Oakland University Center for Civic 

Engagement provided an evening with 

the founders of “Better Angels”. Kieran 

O’Conner and John Wood, friends with 

differing political affiliations, have been 

speaking at colleges about the urgent 

need for civic dialog. They have found-

ed Better Angels, the name taken from 

President Lincoln’s Inaugural Address 

calling for the country ‘s “better angels 

of our nature.” 

     Better Angels calls for individuals to 

dialog with respect for and honest lis-

tening of ideas other than our own. 

They hold ‘fish bowl’ sessions of 10-12, 

evenly split in liberal and conservative 

political ideas, for discussion. The goal 

is not to change minds but to be coura-

geous enough to engage with ‘the oth-

er’ with humility. 

     A goal is to have an aggregate of 

voices other than social media and to 

create a new media for the good of  

the country. 

Their website is better-angels.org 

- Dot Wolff, Justice and Peace Ministry 

 

Pasta Dinner Thank You! 
THANK YOU to everyone who came to 

the Youth Group Pasta Dinner Fundrais-

er! This event was a great success and 

we were thrilled to serve about 65  

people with 44 pounds of sauce, and 11 

pounds of pasta! Thank you to the St. 

John Fisher community for their sup-

port and the parents and teens of 

Youth Group who volunteered their 

time and talents to make this a  

rewarding event. We look forward  

to providing new and exciting opportu-

nities for our youth.  

 

Sock and Underwear  
Drive Thank You!! 
Outreach Ministry would like to thank 

all of our Faith Families for the abun-

dantly generous donations of socks and 

underwear for our winter drive. We 

collected 492 pairs of socks, 247 articles 

of underwear, and 75 undershirts. We 

also received $965.00 dollars in dona-

tions during the direct sales weekend, 

which we put to good use to purchase 

more t-shirts and underwear!  Thank 

you for giving to those at HOPE Warm-

ing Center and Manna Soup Kitchen 

without a steady supply of basic neces-

sities for the cold Michigan winter 

months. The generosity of our St. John 

Fisher Families is heartwarming and so 

much appreciated!  

- Mary Boyhtari, Outreach Ministry 

 

CSA 2019 Update 
It’s not too late to make your CSA  

donation! Our goal for the 2019 CSA 

Campaign of $91,394 has been met 

which means that 100% of all 2019 CSA 

donations made now through the end 

of May 2020 come back to the parish 

for use towards our capital or  

operating needs.    

    Thank you for your continued  

stewardship to our parish and the  

local Church. May God bless you for 

your generosity.  

- Lori Rafferty, Business Manager 

Contemplative Living 

Why do you stay in  

prison when the door  

is so wide open? 

 - Rumi 

did you know? information, opportunities, notes ... 



Shop Amazon Smile and  
Support St. John Fisher! 
St. John Fisher is now registered on 

Amazon Smile and will receive .5% on 

most purchases you make through  

Amazon. 

1. Go to smile.amazon.com and sign 

into your amazon account and select 

your charity. 

2. Search for “St. John Fisher Chapel” 

3. Make purchases through 

smile.amazon.com and St. John Fish-

er will benefit every time you shop. 

Or, if you prefer, visit our SJF website 

(www.stjohnfisherparish.org) and use 

the links to connect to Amazon Smile 

Rewards Program. Tell your family and 

friends too!  

- Lori Rafferty, Business Manager 

 

Mid-Year Financial Update 
The Finance Council thought now 

would be a good time to give everyone 

a brief update, no slides, on how we are 

doing financially.  Our Christmas collec-

tion, which is our biggest single collec-

tion for operations, came in about 

$5,000 below budget. If you follow our 

weekly reports in the Bulletin, you 

know we have been running behind 

budget for the past six weeks or so and, 

as of January 25/26, we were $27,635 

short of our operating budget. If we 

continue at this rate, it will create  

challenges for us. 

    On the parking lot project side of ex-

penses, total costs have stayed very 

close to our target. We have paid about 

$384,000 for work completed to date, 

which is roughly two thirds of our esti-

mated total cost. Based on current pro-

jections, and assuming we don’t run 

into any unexpected problems, we will 

borrow just under $150,000 from the 

Archdiocese in the Spring to finish the 

project. This is in keeping with the loan 

approval we received last year. 

    In the Spring, the main parking lot 

work we will complete is installation of 

the finished asphalt layer, known as the 

wearing course, installing a railing on 

the new retaining wall, adjusting drain-

age collection points as needed, in-

stalling a concrete pad at the dumpster, 

finishing curbing and ramp work,  

completing the pathway along Walton 

Boulevard, and finalizing signage and 

striping. This work will begin as soon  

as scheduling and weather conditions  

allow. 

    Thank you for all your help and sup-

port as we work through the parking lot 

project. If you can help us further in 

terms of our operating needs, via our 

regular collections, we would be most 

grateful. Our goal is to use the treasure 

you entrust us with in the most efficient 

manner possible, always striving to 

maintain, and expand whenever we 

can, the programs and services most 

important to our community.  

     Thank you again, and may God bless 

you for all you do.  

 

In Sympathy  
The St. John Fisher Community extends 

its deepest sympathy and prayers to: 

     Judy and Jeff Dorchock and family, 

on the death of her father, Roger Allen, 

who passed away February 2, 2020 in 

Edwardsburg, MI.  

     Michelle and Jeff Pittel and family, on 

the death of her father, Lew Anthony, 

who passed away on January 25, 2020 

in Auburn Hills, MI. 

 

Sacraments information 
Visit: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 

 

A Family Perspective 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

To experience the peace which Christ 

promises we must shed our grudges, 

jealousy and feelings of being misunder-

stood, unappreciated or ignored. Peace 

and anger don’t mix. Today’s gospel 

warns, if you want peace in your heart 

and home, get rid of your anger. Anger 

is too costly. - Bud Ozar 

 

Offertory Collections…  
Our Offertory is the primary source of  

funds for our day-to-day operations.  

Donations through our On Line Giving  

program are deposited daily.  

Please contact Lori Rafferty with  

any questions. 

Week ending February 9, 2020: 

Envelopes: $4,132 

Electronics: $2,893 

Total: $7,025 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 

YTD Offertory Collected: $428,771 

YTD Offertory Budgeted: $445,517 

Over/(Short) from Budget: $(16,746) 

Other Collections: 

Peter’s Pence: $395 

Priests’ Pension: $3,656 

Mission Sunday: $510 

Catholic Charities of SEM: $910 

Retirement for Religious: $2,936 

Total: $8,407 

Following Francis 

God’s love is unfailing…

it lifts us up and leads  

us on. - Pope Francis 

http://smile.amazon.com/


St. John Fisher Chapel University Parish 
3665 Walton Boulevard 
Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
  

Main Contacts: 
  
Phone: 248-373-6457, x3100 
Fax: 248-373-5479 
Web: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
Facebook.com/SJFCUP 
  
University Ministry: 248-370-2189 
www.stjohnfisherparish.org 
  
Religious Education: 248-373-3130 
  
Bulletin Submissions to:   
frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
St. John Fisher Community Prayers: 
prayer@sjfcup.com 
  
Pontiac Area Vicariate: 
Facebook.com/pontiacareavicariate 
  
Pastor:  
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Council Members  
parishcouncil@sjfcup.com 
Ann Chinn 
John Cloutier 
Geoff Ellis 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Karen MacEachern 
Hedley Williams 
  

Business Contacts: 
  
Business Manager 
Lori Rafferty, x3109, 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Data / Records Coordinator  
Linda Guilbert, x3310 
records@sjfcup.com 
  
Support/Promotion/Understanding/ 
Relationship/Relevancy (SPURR) 
evangelization@sjfcup.com 
  
Marketing / Communications / Website 
Laura Rangos, marketing@sjfcup.com 
  
Office Manager 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
Faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Parish Finance Council 
Tom Czarnecki, Chair - 248-373-5333  
  
  
  

Ministry Contacts 
  
Administration/Buildings/Grounds 
Marvin Johnson, 248-377-1019  
bldgngnds@sjfcup.com 
  
Catholic Schools Ministry  
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Child Church Ministry 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Campus/Young Adult 
Drew Peters, x3106 
catholiccampusministry@sjfcup.com 
apeters@oakland.edu 
  
FaithWorks! 
Susan Buratto, x3107 
faithworks@sjfcup.com 
  
Finance & Development 
Lori Rafferty, x3109 
busmgr@sjfcup.com 
  
Formation 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Worship / Pastoral Care 
Fr. Mike LeFevre, x3104 
pastor@sjfcup.com 
  
Companion Ministry  
Jan Elbert, 248-673-5502 
Laura Kennedy, 248-652-7754 
companionministry@sjfcup.com 
  
Earth Care Ministry 
Janet Remington, 248-373-6457 
earthcare@sjfcup.com 
  
Family Faith Sharing (FFS) 
Catechetical Leader    
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
FFS Catechetical Assistant 
Laura Rangos, x3102  
ffsassistant@sjfcup.com 
  
Gluten-free Ministry 
Mary Fabian, 248-709-0810 
busia611@gmail.com 
Karen Hope, 901-626-1213 
kahope5@comcast.net 
  
Helping Hands Ministry 
Casey Jones, 248-373-6457 
helpinghands@sjfcup.com 
  
  

  
  
Justice and Peace Ministry 
Barb Staniszewski, X3302 
justiceandpeace@sjfcup.com 
  
Knights of Columbus #5452 
Parish Representatives: 
Jack Hretz, 248-276-0439 
  
Liturgical Ministers 
Front Office, frontoffice@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Art and Environment 
Carolyn Gross, 248-379-4606 
Mercy Nicosia, 248-656-4141 
artenviron@sjfcup.com 
  
Liturgy Preparation Coordinator  
Julie Czarnecki, 248-373-5333  
julczgem5@gmail.com 
  
Liturgy Prep. Ritual Planning 
Nancy Ritter, 248-652-6643 
ritualplan@sjfcup.com 
  
Music Ministry 
Terry Gonda, x3306, music@sjfcup.com 
  
Outreach Ministry 
Sue Buratto, x3107 
outreach@sjfcup.com 
  
PeaceXPeace Ministry 
Liz Loria, 248-318-0012, pxp@sjfcup.com 
  
Sacraments 
Kathy Susalla Rochon, x3103 
familyfaithsharing@sjfcup.com 
  
Scouts 
Rick Drummer, 248-373-4986 
scouts@sjfcup.com 
  
Senior Youth Group 
Megan and Chris Gerbino 
youthgroup@sjfcup.com 
  
Scripture Study 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
Spirituality 
Nancy Mason Bordley 
spirituality@sjfcup.com 
  
Vocations Awareness 
All Chapel members 
  
Women’s Spirituality 
Renee Gruener, 248-377-1116 
scripture@sjfcup.com 
  
  

mailto:busmgr@sjfcup.com

