
 

 
To:  St. John Fisher Parish, Faithworks Commission. 
From:  Leslie Schuld, CIS Director.  lschuld@sbcglobal.net 
Date: December 17, 2019 
Re:  Report on donation to CIS scholarship and Youth Leadership Development, Clean 
Water Programs in El Salvador and Ignacio Ellacuria Community, and CIS organizational 
development. 
 
Dear friends. 
 
Wishing you Merry Christmas and Peace this Holiday season.   We are very grateful for 
your Lenten donation of $11,955 to CIS Scholarship and Youth Leadership Development 
Program and CIS Clean Water Program.   Thank you also for supporting the Salvadoran 
artisans and fair trade!!! We want to give you a brief summary of the accomplishments of 
2019 and the projections for 2020. 

 
Some of Ellacuria scholarship students visiting homes 2019. 
 
Ellacuria Scholarship and Leadership Development Program 
Through your donation of $8,985 to the program together with donations from individuals 
and Notre Dame Prep School, 18 University and 18 high school students received 
scholarships throughout the year.  The university students receive $70 per month and the 
high school students receive $30 per month to be able to travel to the nearest high school 
in San Jose Las Flores.  The donations also enabled students to participate in CIS annual 
scholarship retreat.    In addition, together we were able finance $300 monthly rent in a 
student apartment in San Salvador for those who study at universities in San Salvador, 
since it is too far for them to travel home each day.   The program carried out monthly 
leadership workshops and students carried out volunteer programs. With the donation we 
were able to purchase a computer and a power point projector, badly need by the students 
in the university apartment for homework and a power point projector that they use for 
monthly workshops and for university presentations.   



 

 
Some of the achievements include: 

• Community Project:  The scholarship students carried out three volunteer 
community projects throughout the year. 

 
1.   “Caring for the Environment”.  This project proposed to reduce contamination in 

the community.   It was important since the population does not have a culture of 
cleaning, which affects the health of the people and the environment.  The project 
organize waste pick up campaigns and talks to raise people’s awareness about 
picking up trash and waste from animals.    

2. Fomenting creativity and learning processes with elementary students.  One of the 
objectives is to eradicate desertion from school, as many families still don’t see the 
need to send their kids to school.  And if the kids are doing poorly or are not 
engaged, they often drop out.   
Activities included: 

• Computer classes in Word, Excel and Power Point 

• Starting and maintaining a school garden. 

• Organizing a plan fair. 

• Painting workshop 

• Handy crafts workshop 

• Craft workshop using recycled materials 

• Clay workshop. 
 

3. Health care and Improving Lifestyle Habits 
The objectives of the project included  maintenance and cleaning of the health 
clinic to make it more inviting and hygienic for patients; orienting the community 
about health food and physical education to reduce chronic ailments of obesity and 
healthy living; Improving the life quality of the population through education of 
sexual health, without pressure of violence, preventing of sexually transmitted 
diseases and preventing unplanned pregnancies. 
 
The activities included: 

• Cleaning the inside and around the health clinic and trimming the plants. 

• Talks on the themes mentioned above as well as hypertension and 
diabetes.  

• Logistical support for the party for the elderly.  
 



 

 
Diploma for leadership courses for scholarship students 

 
 

Three students graduated from the University: 
Maria Lorena Rivera graduated with a degree in Nutrition 
Erika Johana Ramos graduated with a degree in Agricultural Engineering 
Anibal Antonio Hernandez graduated with a technical degree in English 
 

Six students graduated from high school from the National Institute in San Jose Las 
Flores. 

It is notable that students would not have been able to afford going to the university 
or high school without the scholarship program, mostly because of the distances 
they have to travel and because of the local economy.   
It is also noteworthy that many students are now inspired to study.   Because of 
lack of education from parents and an understanding of the benefits of studying as 
well as pressure to work to bring in income to sustain the family it is often hard to 
convince students and/or their parents of the importance of studying.     



 

 
Through your contributions, CIS pays for an apartment in San Salvador for 
Universitiy students to stay at during the week. 

 
Clean Water Program. 
Additionally, $2,000 was donated to CIS Clean Water Program and funds left from 2018 
donation, we were able to train and supply 25 families with Clean Water filters to Caserio 
Valle Nuevo In Tonacatepeque and 25 families in the community of Bellos Horizontes in 
Comasagua. 
 
To our surprise after many meetings and raising awareness, I want to note that 
Ellacuria has now finally organized and have requested 70 filters and training as 
soon as we are able, so we would like to place that as a funding request for next 
year.   
 
Below is a summary of the meeting and distribution of filters provided by your donation to 
the Village of Caserío Valle Nuevo, Tonacatepeque 
 
CIS Clean Water promoter, Luis Aguillon, Brethren Volunteer Service and CIS volunteer 
Cameron Clark, and Romero Community President, Raúl Acevedo attending 
 
We arrived in Valle Nuevo well before the start of the official meeting and were welcomed 
into the home of Estéban, president of the Community Development Organization. We 
spent that time talking casually about some of the community’s struggles over water and 
land rights, organization and development, and other unrelated topics. After community 
members arrived at the church across the street, the official meeting began, with Estéban 
presiding. 36 adults were in attendance.  CIS and Romero Community organized the 
meeting together with Valle Nuevo Community, thanks to a donation of Sawyer Water 
Filters donated by Faithworks.    
 



 

     
 
Estéban began by summarizing the committee’s recent meeting with the mayor, during 
which they talked about land rights and obtained credentials for the directors of the newly 
registered Caserío Valle Nuevo Community Development Organization. He also spoke 
about the importance of working through legal channels to improve the community. He 
then summarized a fundraising plan, which amounted to soliciting $5 per family per month. 
Finally, he spoke about the importance of clean water and introduced Raúl. 
 
Raúl began by outlining the process of working with the CIS Clean Water Program, 
including a letter from the Ministry of Health backing the Sawyer filters. He spoke of the 
potential for new plumbing for the school, and the community, which he has discussed with 
an engineer, and the need for the national water utility (ANDA) to modernize the 
community’s water system and piping. He went on to ask how many women were involved 
in the committee’s work and talk about the importance of having more women involved in 
the project. Finally, he briefly recounted his personal experience of the benefits of filtered 
water. 
 
Next Luis stood to introduce the CIS and its various programs before going over some 
possible water contaminants, including parasites, and their effects. He then gave a 
summary of the water filter distribution process, including mandatory training on the filters’ 
use, hygiene, and care of the environment. He talked about the importance of storing 
drinking water in clean “virgin plastic” before giving a demonstration on the assembly and 
maintenance of a filter. Finally, he reiterated that there was to be one filter per family, and 
that someone from each family must attend the training. 
 
To close this section of the meeting, Estéban stood again to thank the CIS and once again 
speaking about the importance of clean water for the community. A woman on the 
committee then took the names of each family present who wanted filter. Attached is a 
photo of the attendees after those wanting filters were asked to raise their hands. 



 

 
 
 
Meeting at the elementary School in Bellos Horizontes, Comasagua 
The community is 10 kilometers off the main road from the city center of Comasagua.  The 
families live from farming primarily. The community suffers from gang violence.   The water 
access they have is contaminated.  The health promoter in the community requested the 
CIS provide filters. 
 
We were able to purchase a piece of land for the Bellos Horizonte community for $3,000 
18 years ago so the community would have access to water.  We are now paying a lawyer 
so that the deed is legal and the community and CIS are working with the city hall to finally 
get potable water into each home.  By potable in El Salvador, it often just means running 
water into the home, but not apt for consumption.  The filters will be a great way to have 
access to real potable water.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Projections for 2020 and continued support for scholarships and clean water. 
The Centro de Intercambio y Solidaridad CIS and our U.S. non-profit LOS OLIVOS CIS 
would like St. John Fisher Faithworks program to continue to support the scholarship 
program in Ellacuria Community and CIS Clean Water program. 
 
We can send out a more detailed budget in January.   We know this is higher than you 
may be able to cover, but in general, the following request.  We would like the flexibility to 
assign the donations where most needed in the following programs: 
 

• We would like to request $5,250 to cover trainings, filters and buckets for 70 
families.  ($75 per family) 

• $ 8,000 to cover 8 students in the university and payments for their apartment in 
San Salvador.   

 
Wishing you many blessings and a Merry Christmas and infinite thanks for believing in the 
people of El Salvador and CIS solidarity work which is all proof faith works!!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leslie Schuld, 
CIS Director. 


