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February 2, 2020  

… What if? ... 
Sophia Women’s Retreat 

Visitation of Mary and Elizabeth 



Saturday, February 1  
   Sock and Underwear Drive 

 5:30pm  Mass 

   Welcomers: Carol Ketelsen, Richard Koehn 

   Lector 1: Wendy Abreo; Lector 2: Kathy Bembas 

 6:30pm  Youth Group Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 

 

Sunday, February 2 
   Sock and Underwear Drive 

 8:00am  Justice & Peace Meeting 

 10:00am  Mass 

   Welcomers: Mary Jo Cloutier, Anna Cloutier 

   Lector 1: Anna Barnes; Lector 2: Frank Hope 

   Children’s Liturgy: Casey Jones 

   Coffee Hosts: Ann & Steven Chinn 

   Collection Counters: Team Four 

 

Monday, February 3 
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

 12:15pm  Mass 

   No Faith Formation Dinner 

 5:30pm  Family Faith Sharing, Grades K-5 

 

Tuesday, February 4 
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

 12:15pm  Mass 

 7:00pm  Outreach Ministry Meeting 

 

Wednesday, February 5 
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

   Parish Offices Closed 

 9:30am  Women’s Spirituality 

 7:00pm  God for Grownups 

 7:30pm  Boy Scouts 

 

Thursday, February 6 
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

 6:00pm  Eucharistic Exposition 

 7:15pm  Mass 

 

 

 

Friday, February 7 
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

 12:15pm  Mass 

 6:30pm  Agape Couples Ministry 

 

Saturday, February 8  
   HOPE Warming Center Host Week 

 5:30pm  Mass 

   Welcomers: Jeanette Nadler, Inez Robertson 

   Lector 1: Thomas O’Masta; Lector 2: Hedley Williams 

 

Sunday, February 9 
 10:00am  Mass 

   Welcomers: Patricia Holt, Christine Limb 

   Lector 1: John Crowe; Lector 2: Patty Crowe 

   Children’s Liturgy: Tess Censoni 

   Collection Counters: Team Five 

 11:00am  Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 

 5:30pm  Excante Rehearsal 

 6:00pm  Youth Group Meeting 

 7:00pm  Music Group Rehearsal 

 

Readings for the week of February 2  
Sunday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [10b]/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 

or 2:22-32  Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-

7 [8a]/Mk 5:1-20  Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3/

Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1a]/Mk 5:21-43  Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-

17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [cf. 5c]/Mk 6:1-6  Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-

12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd [12b]/Mk 6:7-13 this is cor-

rect  Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51 [cf. 47b]/Mk 

6:14-29  Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 [12b]/

Mk 6:30-34  Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

[4a]/1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16  

 

 

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was  

said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to  

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the  

fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

contradicted” (Lk. 2:31)  

Gospel Mantra: Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

Calendar February 1 - February 9, 2020 



what’s coming? events, programs, classes ... 

Tuesday, February 4 

Reach Out through Outreach 

Ever want to get more involved in  

parish-wide service projects? Are you 

looking for ways to further involve your 

family in the life of the church? Attend 

our monthly meeting on Tuesday,  

February 4 at 7pm in the Faith  

Formation Lounge to learn more about 

what we do and how we do it. Currently 

we’re in final stages of HOPE Warming 

Center host week Feb. 3-8, wrapping up 

the Sock & Underwear Drive for home-

less people, gearing up for our Ellacuria 

Lenten Project and providing ongoing 

support to Manna Soup Kitchen in  

Detroit. We look forward to meeting 

you even if it’s just for an occasional 

meeting. Contact Sue Buratto with 

questions or more information.  

faithworks@sjfcup.com   

Wednesday, February 5 

Women’s Spirituality 

We welcome a St. John Fisher parish-

ioner, Beate Loftus as our February 

guest speaker. Her storytelling skills are 

one of her many talents. The title of her 

presentation: Being a Catholic on Three 

Continents, Four Countries. 

    Please join us at 9:30am in the Activi-

ties Center - refreshments will be 

served. - Rene Gruener, Coordinator 

  

Wednesday, February 5 

God for Grownups 

We meet from 7-9pm in the Activities 

Center and will be discussing Chapters 

12 & 13 from the book, The Universal 

Christ, by Fr. Richard Rohr. Chapter 12 

asks the question: “Why did Jesus die?” 

Come and discuss! - BJ Schlachter 

Friday, February 7 

Youth Leaders Across  
Borders (YLAB) Tour  
at Oakland University 

Sponsored by Strangers No Longer and 

Alianza Americas. Hosted by Catholic 

Campus Ministry. This North Oakland 

(PAV) Event is Friday February 7 from 

4:30-7:30pm. We will be tabling with 

the YLAB guests at this fun and celebra-

tory event, mingling and educating 

about the migration crisis. The event is 

in the Oakland Center Ballrooms A&B 

(upstairs) followed by a Conversation 

with YLAB 7:30-9pm. This will be a more 

intimate dialogue with OU students and 

YLAB guests and others, maybe even 

some music. Smaller meeting room in 

the Oakland Center - TBD. This Youth 

Leaders Across Borders Tour is an initia-

tive for youth to share and dialogue 

What if? Experiments in Faith 
Wednesday, March 4, 9:30am - 2pm, SJF Activities Center 
Sophia Women’s Retreat Day Presented by Nancy Mason Bordley and Sr. Mary Ann, Dixon, OP.  

Many of us were not encouraged to ask questions;  

we were given all the answers. And when we did have 

questions, we may have defined ourselves outside the 

fold. Using some Catholic theological discourse, we’ll 

invite participants into deepening personal faith. 

     Please mark your calendar to join the women of  

St. John Fisher, along with their family members and 

friends, for a day of sister-hood and reflection.   

     Cost is $30 per person which includes a continental 

breakfast and lunch. Registrations are due by February 

25, 2020. Make check payable to St. John Fisher Chapel. 

You can find registration forms on the bulletin board 

and on our website: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 



with each other in order to show the 

human side of the migration crisis. It is 

an opportunity for youth from Mexico 

and El Salvador affected by the migra-

tion crisis to share with people from the 

United States their stories of resilience 

and hope. Both events are open to all.  

 - Drew Peters, OU Campus Minister 

catholiccampusministry@sjfcup.com 

 

February 8 and 9 

Youth Leaders across  
borders in Ferndale 

Strangers No Longer is taking the lead 

on a week-long educational tour that 

will bring four young people from  

Central America and Mexico to SE  

Michigan. The youth leaders will share 

their stories in high schools, universi-

ties, parishes, house meetings and  

communities. Youth leaders from  

Mexico who have experienced the pain 

of deportation will share their stories - 

and how they have come to defend the 

rights of deported people in Mexico. 

From El Salvador, we will be joined by 

creative young activists who are using 

urban art and music to provide alterna-

tives to gangs and protect at-risk  

children and youth in one of San  

Salvador’s most marginalized neighbor-

hoods. To schedule a visit to your house  

meeting or community, call Bill O'Brien, 

313-549-0421. 

    The tour will build connections  

between young people in Michigan and 

their peers from Mexico and Central 

America, seeking to promote under-

standing and solidarity across borders. 

By engaging on a personal level, partici-

pants will deepen their understanding 

of the factors that are causing so many 

people to leave their home countries, 

and the pain that is experienced by  

children, youth, and families who are 

caught in the ever-more aggressive  

immigration enforcement systems that 

are causing families to live in fear,  

and that have resulted in many  

people being returned to Mexico  

or Central America.  

    For all: 10:00am, Saturday, February 8 

at St. James in Ferndale (Our Mother of 

Perpetual Help) 241 Pearson, Ferndale. 

Registration not necessary - but helpful. 

Contact Bill O’Brien at 313-549-0421 or 

billobrien2018@gmail.com . 

    For Young Adults: 5:30pm, Sunday, 

February 9 at Ss. Peter and Paul  

Catholic Church, 438 St. Antoine,  

Detroit.  Followed by 7:30pm Mass.  

For more info, contact Mara Rutten,  

313-961-8077 x 204 or  

parishlife@ssppjesuit.org  

  

Sunday, February 9 

Scouts Pancake Breakfast 

In celebration of Scout Sunday on  

Sunday, February 9, Troop 360 will host 

a pancake breakfast after mass. The 

troop is accepting donations to pur-

chase a battery charging unit for the 

Troop Trailer. 

 

Tuesdays, Feb. 11 - May 16 

Oración y Vida 

Would you like to deepen and enrich 

your prayer life and live more happily as 

a result? Have you wanted to spend 

more time in prayer but aren't sure how 

to go about it? The Prayer and Life 

Workshop is a program that teaches us 

to pray - not just reciting words, but by 

developing a deeper, personal experi-

ence of God. If you are Spanish speak-

ing and are interested in deepening 

your prayer life, please consider joining 

us at St. John Fisher Parish in the Roch-

ester Room (lower level) on Tuesdays 

from 5:30-7:30pm from February 11 

through May 16. Space will be limited to 

20 individuals, please register before 

February 9. Questions? Contact Dulce 

Mendoza at 248-378-4207.  

 

Tuesday, February 25 

100 Women Who Care 

All women are invited to join us for the 

quarterly gathering of 100 Women Who 

Care on Tuesday, February 25 at 7pm in 

the St. John Fisher Activities Center. As 

part of a yearlong commitment to 

membership, each woman is invited to 

present an overview of a non-profit 

they represent and if chosen will have 

five minutes to pitch their case for win-

ning the quarterly grant of almost 

$25,000. Your quarterly contribution of 

$100 solely funds the winning grant.  

Register at: 100womenwhocare-

greaterrochester.org 

 

Saturday, February 29 

Listening to One Another  
Dinner/Discussion 

    Brian Dickerson is a deputy editor and 

columnist for the Detroit Free Press. In 

a column written in August, 2019 he 

talks about a visit he made to a senior 

community in Novi (split almost 50/50 in 

their politics). Basing his visit on re-

marks made by Carol Quillen from Da-

vidson College, he invited an audience 

of about 200 residents to describe, and 

listen to their neighbors describe, the 

life experiences that have shaped their 

own political convictions. 

    Did anyone change their minds after 

this hour-long discussion and listening 

session? Maybe not, but at least they 

listened to each other’s stories and  

began to understand each other a little 

bit better. 

    We have invited Mr. Dickerson to St. 

John Fisher to do the same thing here. 

He will be with us on Saturday, Febru-

ary 29 beginning with dinner at 6:30pm 

in the Activities Center. Please plan to 

join us after 5:30 mass that day and add 

to our discussion and our understand-

ing of each other.  

- Barb Staniszewski, Justice & Peace 



Fr. Mike’s Notes… 

Presentation of the Lord 

Today’s gospel story only found in St. 

Luke’s version of the Jesus event  

focuses our attention on the many 

different communities that Jesus 

moved in and out of in his brief lifetime. 

When the magi arrived at Bethlehem, 

God introduced the Messiah to the 

whole world. But as a Jewish family it is 

today’s feast of the Presentation of 

Jesus in the temple that introduces the 

Messiah to his own people. 

    This would be a good week for all of 

us to ponder the many communities we 

move in and out of in our lifetime -  

parish communities, neighborhood 

communities, ethnic communities and 

political communities. Do you share 

your faith with each of these diverse 

groupings?   

    My thanks to all of you who support-

ed our staying connected with the com-

munity of the poor at both Manna Soup 

Kitchen and HOPE Warming Center.  

- Fr. Mike 

CSA 2019 Update 
It’s not too late to make your CSA  

donation! Our goal for the 2019 CSA 

Campaign of $91,394 has been met 

which means that 100% of all 2019 CSA 

donations made now through the end 

of May 2020 come back to the parish 

for use towards our capital or  

operating needs. 

    Thank you for your continued  

stewardship to our parish and the  

local Church. May God bless you for 

your generosity.  

- Lori Rafferty, Business Manager 

 

Mid-Year Financial Update 
The Finance Council thought now 

would be a good time to give everyone 

a brief update, no slides, on how we are 

doing financially. Our Christmas collec-

tion, which is our biggest single collec-

tion for operations, came in about 

$5,000 below budget. If you follow our 

weekly reports in the Bulletin, you 

know we have been running behind 

budget for the past six weeks or so and, 

as of January 25/26, we were $27,635 

short of our operating budget. If we 

continue at this rate, it will create  

challenges for us. 

    On the parking lot project side of  

expenses, total costs have stayed very 

close to our target. We have paid about 

Contemplative Living 

Love is the bridge  

between you  

and everything.  

- Rumi 

did you know? information, opportunities, notes ... 

Save these Dates in March 

Revitalizing Our Church  

It has been a tough year for our Church 

and our Catholic Community. Confront-

ing the sexual abuse scandal, coupled 

with leadership, governance, and man-

agement challenges has caused deep 

hurt and mistrust, and many have lost 

faith or simply stopped coming to wor-

ship. We are also facing difficult ques-

tions in our world that go beyond the 

abuse issue and Pope Francis continues 

to remind us that the Holy Spirit is alive 

and will help the Church to grow and 

flourish. We share a role in helping that 

to happen by dedicating ourselves to  

ongoing formation and discipleship. 

     We will gather for three sessions: 

March 11, 18, and 25, from 9:30am to 

11am, to have a conversation on what 

revitalization of the Church might look 

like as we move forward through the 

21st century. We’ll be using materials 

provided by the Church of the 21st Cen-

tury Center at Boston College. Our gath-

erings will consist of prayer, input, and 

discussion. We will discuss the follow-

ing: Selections from the Letter of Pope 

Francis to the People of God, The  

Power of Listening to the Peripheries by 

Cardinal Joe Tobin, The Role of the Laity 

in the Church’s Mission, Giving Women 

a Place at the Table, What is the Priest-

hood?, How Diversity helps to renew 

the Church, and the Role of the Youth.  

     There is no cost to attend this series, 

materials will be provided and a conti-

nental breakfast will be offered. All are 

welcome! Feel free to invite family 

members and friends to join you. Please 

register by contacting Nancy Mason 

Bordley at Parishserv@aol.com by 

March 6, 2020. We ask for registrations 

in order to have enough materials and 

food available. See you there! 



$384,000 for work completed to date, 

which is roughly two thirds of our esti-

mated total cost. Based on current pro-

jections, and assuming we don’t run 

into any unexpected problems, we will 

borrow just under $150,000 from the 

Archdiocese in the Spring to finish the 

project. This is in keeping with the loan 

approval we received last year. 

    In the Spring, the main parking lot 

work to be completed is installing the 

finished asphalt layer, known as the 

wearing course, installing a railing on 

the new retaining wall, adjusting drain-

age collection points as needed, in-

stalling a concrete pad at the dumpster, 

finishing curbing and ramp work,  

completing the pathway along Walton 

Boulevard, and finalizing signage  

and striping. This work will begin as 

soon as scheduling and weather  

conditions allow. 

    Thank you for all your help and sup-

port as we work through the parking lot 

project. If you can help us further in 

terms of our operating needs, via our 

regular collections, we would be most 

grateful. Our goal is to use the treasure 

you entrust us with in the most efficient 

manner possible, always striving to 

maintain, and expand whenever we 

can, the programs and services most 

important to our community.  

Thank you, and may God bless you  

for all you do.  

 

Health Care Volunteers 
The HOPE Warming Center in Pontiac 

could use volunteer assistance from 

nurses or other healthcare providers at 

their shelter on Thursday evenings.  

There is a nurse volunteer who comes 

regularly on Thursdays, but she could 

use some additional support. HOPE is 

not a medical facility, so volunteers as-

sist with basic screening and assessing 

guests for directed services. For addi-

tional information regarding HOPE and 

their programs, go to  

http://www.hopewarmingpontiac.org 

      For specific questions regarding  

this particular need, contact Angela 

Simmons, Shelter Manager, at  

248-499-7345. 

 

“Thank You” From the Jail  
and Outreach Ministry 
David, an inmate at the Oakland County 

Jail, sent greetings and blessings to the 

St. John Fisher community for “thinking 

about us” during the Holiday Season. 

     Sr. Peggy, the staff and volunteers, 

expressed thanks for the donations of 

gift cards, gifts and postage stamps 

that were distributed to the many fami-

lies under their care. The Jail and Out-

reach Ministry serves and ministers to 

all who are affected by crime - victims, 

offenders and families. 

     Thanks to all who helped to make 

Christmas special at the Oakland County 

Jail. -  Giving Tree Coordinators and The 

Outreach Jail Ministry 

  

A Family Perspective 

Presentation of the Lord 

It is in our family where we learn to be 

merciful and comforting to others. The 

Beatitudes of the Kingdom of God 

begin at home and depend on you.  

Parents lead the way. - Bud Ozar 

Sacraments:  
Visit: www.stjohnfisherparish.org 

 

Offertory Collections…  
Our Offertory is the primary source of  

funds for our day-to-day operations.  

Donations through our On Line Giving  

program are deposited daily.  

Please contact Lori Rafferty with  

any questions. 

Week ending January 26, 2020: 

Envelopes: $17,110 

Electronics: $2,925 

Total: $20,035 

Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020 

YTD Offertory Collected: $402,927 

YTD Offertory Budgeted: $421,816 

Over/(Short) from Budget: $(18,889) 

Other Collections: 

Peter’s Pence: $385 

Priests’ Pension: $3,631 

Mission Sunday: $510 

Catholic Charities of SEM: $865 

Retirement for Religious: $2,936 

Total: $8,327 

 

Following Francis   

To become merciful, we must first 

acknowledge that we have done 

many things wrong: We are  

sinners! We need to know how to 

say: ‘Lord I am ashamed of what I 

have done in life.’ If we act in this 

way, how many good things will 

follow? With this attitude of  

repentance, we will be more  

capable of being merciful,  

because we will feel God’s  

mercy for us.  

- Pope Francis 
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