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In a letter to the bishops of the United States issued on 

January 1, Pope Francis challenged the bishops during 

their week of prayerful retreat to contemplate how we 

as a local church relate to one another. He states: 

“Clearly, a living fabric has come undone, and we, like 

weavers, are called to repair it. This involves our ability, 

or inability, as a community to forge bonds and create 

spaces that are healthy, mature and respectful of the 

integrity and privacy of each person.” Over the last cou-

ple of years I have reflected on the weavings that grace 

the worship space here at St. John Fisher; thanks to the 

artistic ability of several of our parishioners we are all 

invited into this reflection of how we are all called to 

weave our spirit threads into the threads of the other 

members of the church community. 

Some of that weaving took place this winter when we 

welcomed Sr. Mary Ann Dixon OP and Nancy Mason-

Bordley to unpack discipleship as a blessing available to 

all of us who gather as a community of faith. Then on 

March 16 – 19 Fr. Greg Heille, OP will lead us in a Lenten 

retreat focused on how prayer builds the fiber of our 

spirit threads. 

Please take advantage of these spiritual tools that are 

offered this winter – think of who you could invite to join 

us in our journey of faith.            

- Fr. Mike 

Blessings 

Abound... 



Blessed are Those Who Serve… 

As a parish community we are blessed abundantly to be able 

to walk with people who live very different lives from our 

own. Some of these folks may not have a roof over their 

heads they can call home, but they are so set apart from the 

material world, they’re able to offer us perspectives on 

gratitude and every day blessings most of us strongly rooted 

in financial security and comfortable lifestyles would have a 

hard time noticing on a day-to-day basis. Imagine feeling 

truly blessed and thankful for making it through another 

night on the streets or in a shelter? Or marveling at a clear 

sunny day secure in the knowledge that God is looking out 

for you? 

We are blessed at St. John Fisher to have so many 

wonderful, committed people involved and eager to invite 

you to participate in the many opportunities we offer. The 

many service projects and undertakings of the FaithWorks 

Ministries are varied and serve a number of local and global 

concerns. Our major undertakings in one way or another 

provide some form of service to the poor through the work 

of the Outreach Ministry. For instance, in early February we 

host a week of dinners and registration services at HOPE 

Warming Center in Pontiac. As Lent approaches we will 

have an opportunity to walk with the people of Ellacuria,  

El Salvador as we pray for and tithe for the educational 

needs of the young people there struggling to eke out a 

living. In addition to various underwear, food and toiletry 

drives, we also host a South Oakland Shelter (SOS) week in 

July each year where we provide dinner, breakfast, bagged 

lunches, transportation, evening entertainment and 

overnight supervision to 30 or so homeless adults and 

children onsite at St. John Fisher. 

Our Justice & Peace, PeaceXPeace and Earth Care Ministries 

provide education and awareness of many issues affecting 

low income populations as well as better stewardship of our 

resources to protect our planet. In addition to our next Voice 

for Justice newsletter which will highlight issues around 

Michigan water, a committed group of people advocate for 

peace each month by standing at the Squirrel Rd. entrance 

to Oakland University for a one hour vigil to declare an end 

to violence and war in our world. Programming which opens 

our minds to political, social and religious situations at times 

different from our own is the goal of these ministries and 

another huge blessing of our diverse community! 

If you are interested in experiencing the blessings of service 

or advocacy with us, please contact Sue Buratto at 

faithworks@sjfcup.com or 248-373-6457 ext 3107.  

 

Blessed are Those Who Seek... 
The journey continues, we are amidst a new chapter 

following the star of Bethlehem with the wise men. The gift 

of a new year and fresh start is always palpable this time of 

year. In the Epiphany Week readings, we have the story 

about the loaves and fishes, where we see the miracle of the 

feeding the 5000. If you are like me, I have always been 

amazed by this story. In a couple versions it is Andrew who 

presents the issue to Jesus engaging him in action, that on 

one level has always grabbed my attention. But of all the 

miracles Jesus preforms this one seems the most “plausible” 

to my measly 21st century imagination. In some analysis I 

have heard over the years it has been suggested that they 

started with 5 loaves and 2 fish, but because of people 

coming together, gathering more from those who were 

there, combined with people’s generosity and sharing 

everyone was able to be fed to the point of abundance. I 

have to believe that the goodness of people won the day, 

that the collective was not selfish so everyone present 

would be taken care of. What sticks with me is that Jesus 

takes pity on them. People were urgently trying to find a 

solution and through his pity and the prompting of his 

disciple he steps up. But I bet perhaps he’s sad for them 

because they can’t see it for themselves, what is right in 

front of them. Generosity and love. Engage those and 

people will be fed. 

We are in a new year; a new semester and students are 

coming back to classes. OU wasted no time in getting into 



the Winter Semester after the turn of the year. WE ARE 

BACK baby! And with this we have some exciting things in 

which to look forward. We have a new intern who will be 

helping Catholic Campus Ministry and the parish in 

communications. Her name is Katie Clayton and she in her 

last semester senior year doing an internship to graduate 

with a Communication Major. Welcome her to the 

community as we look forward to working with her.  There 

are many little things coming up, MLK Service, Lent 

Programs, and Fr. Greg Heille in March all of which we are 

looking forward. However, the semester culminates with 

another service trip to Tupelo Mississippi to help Habitat for 

Humanity. We look forward to your support of the students 

and their fundraising efforts during the course of the 

semester like the pancake breakfasts. 

We continue to walk with the students at OU. Young people 

in college are in a vulnerable moment of their lives trying to 

figure out their way in this world. Hopefully through our 

generosity and love we can be a place where they can be 

spiritually nourished. We have the gift of walking with them 

once again as we seek the Light of Christ together. God’s 

love has a way of breaking through when everyone shares 

the abundance.  

- Drew Peters, Catholic Campus Ministry 

 

Blessed are Those Who Learn... 
As 2019 is already upon us, we are once again provided 

opportunities to nourish our faith, right here at St John 

Fisher. We have just experienced Blessed are you. Seriously  

in a continuing movement to live the beatitudes and in 

preparation of our Lenten Retreat which will take place  

in March.  

So have you had the opportunity to reflect on your own 

holiness?  Do you feel that you are right where God wants 

you to be? Or, in contrast, do you feel that you have much 

work to do?  Regardless of where you may land on this 

spectrum, the blessing is that we have the opportunity to 

begin again, each and every day.  

In the world of Faith Formation, we provide sessions for our 

youth, beginning with Kindergarten. Formal Faith Formation 

takes place on Mondays at St. John Fisher. We are called to 

holiness with the opportunity to nurture the faith of our 

youth and assure them that their feet are firmly planted on 

their own journey! We prepare and present lessons that we 

hope will carry them far beyond the classroom walls. As we 

witness and celebrate sacraments, we remind our youth of 

their importance in our faith family. This call continues with 

the need to engage our high schoolers in Youth Group. We, 

the Body of Christ, need to remind them of their continuing 

role in parish life. We value their presence and participation 

in events, such as the Giving Tree. We support them to 

nurture their faith by attending topic-based sessions, and 

when possible, a weekend retreat. 

As adults, we continue to be formed, and Scripture Study is 

just one of those opportunities.  We gather on most 

Wednesday mornings and while enjoying fellowship and 

refreshments, we discuss the lectionary-based upcoming 

readings. We are called to holiness. Women’s Spirituality 

calls us to holiness as well, as we dig deeper in our faith with 

unique monthly presentations.  For adults exploring the 

possibility of becoming Catholic, we offer RCIA. This consists 

of sessions throughout the year to enrich, invite, and 

welcome those that desire to know the faith, and perhaps in 

the distance, hear the call to holiness themselves. 

Perhaps you may feel that you need to recognize your 

holiness in your personal life before you can share it with 

others. That’s important as well. Know that by juggling your 

day to take care of others, whether it is meeting the needs 

of your family, caring for elderly parents, spending time with 

a friend, or answering the call to volunteer in some capacity, 

it is your call to holiness.  

With this multitude of opportunities, we are not only living 

the call to holiness, we are also creating it for others, and 

God is delighted with us!   

- Kathy Susalla Rochon, Family Faith Sharing 

 



 

 

 
 

Worship Celebration 
Daily Mass • 12:15pm – Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Eucharistic Exposition • 6pm – Every Thursday 

Sacrament of Anointing at Masses • Last weekend ea/mo  

Baptism Catechesis and Preparation • by appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism • by appointment 

Reconciliation • 4:30pm – Saturdays or by appointment 

Ash Wednesday • 12:15pm and 7:15pm – Mar 6 

Lent • Mar 10 – Apr 7 

Stations of the Cross  • 7pm – Mar 8, 15, 22, 29, Apr 5, 12 

Lent Reconciliation Service • 7:15 – Apr 9 

Palm Sunday • 10am – Apr 14 

Holy Thursday • 7:15pm – Apr 18 

Good Friday • 12:15pm – Apr 19 

Blessing of Baskets  • 12pm – Apr 20 

Easter Vigil • 9pm – Apr 20 

Easter Masses • 9:30am & 11am – Apr 21 

OU Graduation Mass • 7:15pm – Apr 25 

Pentecost Masses • 5:30pm – June 8, 10am – June 9 

 

Parish Events 
Now – Apr 24 • Scripture Study, Wednesdays, 9:30am 

Jan/Feb • HOPE Warming Center Sock & Underwear Drive  

Feb 4-9 • HOPE Warming Center Host Week  

Feb 6, May 1 • Women’s Spirituality, 9:30am 

Feb 6, Mar 6, Apr 3, May 1 • God for Grownups, 7pm 

Feb 8, Mar 8, Apr 3, May 1 • Peace Vigil, 4pm 

Feb 9  • Youth Group Pasta Dinner Fundraiser, 6:30pm 

Feb 13, Mar 13, Apr 10, May 8 • Prayer Shawl, 11:30am 

Feb 23, Mar 30, Apr 27, May 25 • Manna Soup Kitchen,  

     6:15am from SJF parking lot 

Feb 21, Mar 21• Grief/Loss/Transition Support Group, 7pm 

Mar 10 - Apr 14 • Ellacuria Lenten Project 

Mar 10 • CCM Mission Trip Pancake Breakfast, 11:00am 

Mar 16-19 • Lenten Retreat 2019 

Mar 16 • St. Patrick’s Day Party, 6:30pm 

Mar 16/17, Mar 23/24 • Bread for the World Letters 

Mar 27 • Women’s Day Retreat, 9:30am 

Apr 26 - 28 • Sophia Weekend Retreat in Adrian, MI 

Apr 27 - May 4 • CCM Mission Trip in Tupelo, MS 

May 4 • Appreciation Evening, 6:30pm 

Date TBD • Adopt-A-Road, 12pm 

May 4 - 12 • CCRT Food Drive 

May 22 • Spring Plant-in, 5pm 

Blessed are Those Who Count... 

Introducing… Lori Rafferty 
New Business Manager at St. John Fisher 

When there’s an 

opportunity, please 

introduce yourself to Lori 

Rafferty, our new business 

manager.  Lori is a native 

Michigander whose 

parents raised her and two 

brothers in Sterling 

Heights at St. Malachy 

Parish.  While earning a 

degree in Business 

Administration 

(Accounting) at Wayne 

State University she met and married her husband Bill. Lori 

went on to earn a CPA license and then a CFE (Certified Fraud 

Examiner) license while working almost 18 years at the 

Archdiocese of Detroit where she last served as Director of 

Audit Services (2007 – 2015). The last three years she’s served 

as Business Manager at St. Therese of Lisieux in Shelby 

Township.   

Now married for 22 years, she and Bill are parents to two 

active and engaged teens: Megan (18) a Honors Senior at 

Bishop Foley and gifted musician and Matthew (15) a 

Sophomore athlete at De La Salle.  Both keep them busy with 

soccer matches, basketball games, music lessons and 

concerts.  As a family they enjoy traveling extensively around 

the country for soccer tournaments, and camping with family 

and friends.  Lori in her spare time also enjoys reading and 

jigsaw puzzles.   

I’m very excited to be joining St. John Fisher Chapel 

and looking forward to working with Fr. Mike,  

the parish staff, and all council and commission 

members to continue to build a welcoming,  

faith-filled community of disciples of Christ!  

– Lori Rafferty 

Visit https://www.stjohnfisherparish.org for more details about meetings, special events and other information. 


