
Fall/Winter 2018 Newsletter • saint John Fisher chapel university parish  

3665 Walton Boulevard • Auburn Hills, MI 48326 • P 248-373-6457 • F 248-373-5479 • www.stjohnfisherparish.org 

Journeying deeper into what it means to be a missionary 

disciple we begin to peel back the skin on who we are as 

a local church; we are not all at the same level of living 

our discipleship. There are many in our midst who might 

be considered an “infrequent participant”, they come to 

church once or twice a year and if they are asked in a 

survey ‘what religion do you practice’ they might list 

Roman Catholic. This person is at times perplexed by the 

changes they see in their church, but they are not sure 

why things changed, i.e., stance at prayer, songs versus 

hymns. Others in our midst might consider themselves a 

“regular participant” this is one who attends on average 

of twice a month and they are able to dialogue about 

current Catholic topics. A third category of membership 

would be those who worship weekly and they are excit-

ed and hopeful about renewing our church with this 

challenge to be missionary disciples for Christ and they 

are ready to be inspired. The fourth slice of our vision  

of church membership is to recognize “engaged parish-

ioners” these are the folks involved in parish life and  

in Catholic missions throughout the Archdiocese –  

St. Vincent de Paul, Catholic Charities, Catholic Scouting. 

These parishioners are ready to be mobilized in this mis-

sion to unleash the gospel of Jesus Christ, they just want 

to know where to join up. 

No matter which level you would place yourself in this 

endeavor, what is important is that you feel invited and 

engaged.  Over the next few months you will begin to 

receive more information about how we are going to 

strengthen our evangelization missions – how each of us 

can become stronger missionary disciples encouraging 

others to discover Christ and be saved. 

- Fr. Mike 



Family Faith Formation 

Hello Fall!  My favorite time of year!  Cool, crisp 

temperatures with splashes of warm vibrant colors all 

around us, God’s wonder and majesty at its best.  Not to 

mention all of the seasonal favorites from cider and donuts 

to pumpkin everything! 

Hello Fall!  My busiest time of year!  There’s Faith Formation 

registration, catechists to recruit, hall monitors to schedule, 

materials to order, lessons to prepare, and events to plan.  

Whew!  Oh wait, there’s Youth Group, Scripture Study, and 

RCIA!  Also of great importance, make myself a reminder to 

put the turkey in the refrigerator so it’s thawed in time to 

prepare Thanksgiving Dinner.  Did I miss anything?    

I really do love Fall.  It’s a great reminder to return to and 

embrace what God has called me to do.  What makes it 

meaningful for you?  Are you being called to reignite your 

discipleship?  There are many opportunities to once again 

begin to serve, participate in, or pray for the many ministries 

here at St John Fisher Chapel, as we move into full swing 

with the arrival of fall.  Continue to explore and discover 

what works for you.  Are you aware of a child that could be 

in Faith Formation, or a teen that would benefit by attending 

Youth Group?  Perhaps you feel called to share your gifts 

with our youth.  Is someone you know looking for 

enrichment and fellowship as we explore our Sunday 

scriptures or share discussion on women’s spirituality?  Have 

you met someone curious to learn more about our Catholic 

faith?  Please invite them to contact me!  This is yet another 

way you can live out your baptismal call. 

Don’t miss out.  Regardless of the season, any day, any time, 

is a great time to nourish your faith and be a part of this 

community that is your faith family and your home.  Hello 

Fall, we’re ready for you!  

Once again, a quick look at what is happening now, please 

check our calendar for details: 

Faith Formation – Monday evenings, Kindergarten-Grade 5: 

5:30-6:45pm. Grades 6-8: 7:00-8:30pm, twice a month 

Youth Group – Sunday evenings 6:00-8:00pm, twice a month 

RCIA – Tuesday evenings, 5:00-7:00pm, twice a month 

Scripture Study – Wednesday mornings, 9:30-11:00am, most 

Wednesdays 

Women’s Spirituality – 1st Wednesday of the month, 9:30-

11:00am 

 

Campus Ministry 

“Behold I make all things new…” 

A couple of years ago I finally tuned into the line of an old 

Christmas song … “and mom and dad can hardly wait for 

school to start again…”  and came to truly understand what 

only a parent might know.  September always comes with a 

twinge of sorrow or maybe pure bliss depending on how you 

look at it.  Summer is winding down, school is ramping back 

up, Fall is knocking on our door and that angst might creep 

in.  On the other hand, if you like this stuff …school, books, 

teaching, organizing folders, syllabi, classes, sending the kids 

back and regaining a little sanity then bring it on.   

Another summer has flown by, time has turned, and for 

Oakland University students they have flocked to campus 

once again to take on the very “grizzly” endeavor of college.  

I say that jokingly but for many first-year students especially, 

the first semester of college can have the elixir of being all 

together exciting, liberating, sad, and daunting.  And those 

are only a few of the emotions that come in that first fall at 

the old University. For many of us we can relate whether we 

went away to college, commuted, went to the military, lived 

in another country, tried to speak another language or 

started at that first job, we all have been there.  When you 

start out new, things are raw, you feel like a baby sometimes 

and that can be fun and scary all at the same time.   

There is nothing to fear because you all have a new campus 

minister at St. John Fisher Chapel UNIVERSITY Parish. My 

name is Drew Peters. My family were part of this parish for 

many years.  My brothers and I grew up in this community 

and were very active in it.  I met my wife Carrie (Kopitzki) 

Peters, whose family was also part of this parish, and we 

eventually were married here in the Chapel. In my 



professional career in campus ministry I have been at two 

Jesuit/Mercy Universities, Xavier in Cincinnati and locally 

(more recently) at Detroit Mercy. I am not new to this 

community, and I am not to new to campus ministry 

however, this is a new job and a new and very different 

campus. I come with an open heart and a twinge of first year 

empathy.  I am eager to meet students and walk with them 

on their faith journey.   

I don’t do this alone, I hope.  There are many chances to put 

the YOU into OU.  In The parish Passion to Action survey you 

will find options (and it is not limited to that list). If you have 

Ideas on how to best serve students, I am all ears.  If you 

know a University student let them know I am here, my door 

is open.  If you meet them, help them feel welcome.  Ask 

them how they are doing and get to know them. Help them 

feel connected. Take it as an opportunity to practice the 

Benedictine tradition of Hospitality.  If anything, pray for all 

students on campus especially in the next few months.  

Keep me in your prayers, too, as I meet this generation of 

students where they are in the adventure that is college.  

I will certainly keep you in my prayers as we go into the 

unknown of a new and fresh Academic year together.      

 

Saturday, October 6 

Day of Service  
If you haven’t had an opportunity to sign-up for our annual 

SJF Day of Service on Saturday, October 6, please click on 

the Day of Service link on our website: stjohnfisherparish.org 

or in our weekly Tuesday  email blast.  There are several 

opportunities for families, students and individuals to serve 

our local community non-profits for 1 – 4 hours.  This is a 

great opportunity for high school students and Confirmation 

Candidates to earn service hour points.  You and your family 

are invited to join us afterward for dinner at 6:30pm to 

celebrate our day providing service to others.  Questions?  

Contact Deb Broderick at broderickdeb@gmail.com  We 

look forward to serving with you! - Outreach Ministry 

 

October 6 - 28 

Sock & Underwear Drive 
As cold weather approaches, we are ever more mindful of 

those individuals needing basic essential clothing.  Our fall 

Sock & Underwear Drive provides for the needs of guests 

serviced at HOPE Warming Center in Pontiac and Manna 

Community Meal in Detroit.  Your generosity has made a 

profound impact on the lives of those who can’t afford to 

provide for their own basic needs. Larger sizes for both men 

and women continue to be the greatest need.  Please 

deposit your donated items in the barrels located in the 

Gathering Space.  Our deepest thanks!  - Outreach Ministry 

 

Saturday, October 13 

Meet The Candidates Night 
On November 6, voters across the country will be voting in 

the midterm elections.  Now is your chance to hear from 

many of the candidates running for office in our area.  St. 

John Fisher Chapel will be hosting a Meet the Candidates 

evening on Saturday, October 13, starting at 6:30pm after 

the 5:30 mass.  There will be a “strolling dinner” so you can 

interact informally with the candidates, and then a 

moderator will be asking each candidate questions relating 

to transportation, education, infrastructure, immigration, 

and other topics.  Candidates will be present from many 

different congressional and state districts, not just from 

Auburn Hills.  There will also be printed materials on ballot 

initiatives and from candidates.  Please join Justice and 

Peace for this informative evening. 

 

October 20 and 21 

Stewardship Weekend 
Annual Report to the Parish. During Stewardship Weekend 

the Finance Council reports on the parish’s financial results 

of the previous fiscal year. - Finance Ministry 

 

Wednesday, October 24 

Fall Clean-Up 
During the Fall Clean-Up we remove the annuals, rake up the 

leaves, and prepare the grounds for winter. This event 

usually lasts from five pm to 7pm.  

- Administration & Buildings Ministry 

 

November 3 – 11 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Please help us help our Pontiac neighbors by taking a bag 

after mass on November 3 and 4 and returning it with goods 

listed the following weekend – November 10 and 11.  

Lighthouse of Oakland County distributes Thanksgiving bags 

to the many low-income families in Pontiac and beyond.  Our 

contribution helps expand their reach and service to those 

who can’t afford to buy special food for Thanksgiving.  We 

are thankful for your generosity as Lighthouse continues to 

shine their light of service on those in need.   

- Outreach Ministry 



November 3 – 25 

Jail Ministry Stamp Drive 
Once again, Sr. Peggy Devaney from the Oakland County Jail 

Ministry is collecting stamps so inmates will be able to 

correspond with their loved ones over the holiday season.  A 

seasonal mailbox will be posted in the Gathering Space 

during the month of November to receive the donations.  

Your generosity helps families heal and maintain relationships 

whilst their loved ones are incarcerated.  Checks in lieu of 

stamps can be written to St. John Fisher Chapel with “Jail 

Ministry” on the memo line.  Your help for the inmates is 

greatly appreciated. - Outreach Ministry 

  

Saturday, November 10 

Holocaust Survivor 
Justice and Peace is sponsoring an evening with Holocaust 

survivor Irene Miller on Saturday, November 10.  Irene Miller, 

a Holocaust survivor, author, speaker, and educator will take 

you on a survival journey little written and known about. You 

will sleep in the winter under an open sky on the no man’s 

land; you will freeze in a Siberian labor camp where the bears 

come to your door front. In Uzbekistan, you will live on boiled 

grass or broiled onions, and shiver with malaria. You will 

spend years in orphanages. When this is over you will wonder 

how a child with this background grows up to become a 

positive, creative, accomplished woman with a joy of living 

and love to share.  Irene uses her Holocaust experience to 

promote tolerance and acceptance of diversity.  Her book, 

“Into No Man’s Land” will be available for purchase that 

evening.  Plan to join us on November 10, starting with dinner 

at 6:30pm. This program would be appropriate for middle 

and high school students – if you need babysitting for 

younger children, contact Barb Staniszewski at 

justiceandpeace@sjfcup.com. 

 

Wednesday, November 21 

Thanksgiving Eve Mass and Pie Fest 
We celebrate and give thanks for the blessings of our faith 

family and one another.  Bring two pies and come to 

Thanksgiving Eve mass at 7:15pm.  Afterward join us in the 

Activities Center to share pies and fellowship. Your second 

pie will be donated to an area soup kitchen serving 

Thanksgiving Dinners to the many homeless Pontiac 

individuals the next day.  This is always an enjoyable event 

and your participation will make it even more enjoyable.   

Join us! - Outreach Ministry 

  

November 21 - December 16 

Advent Make a Difference Market 
Mark your calendar for this early start to your Christmas 

shopping experience.  We will be marketing fair trade wares 

beginning at the Thanksgiving Pie Fest on Wednesday, 

November 21 and then at the weekend masses through 

Sunday, December 16.  The Outreach Ministry shopping elves 

have been busy accumulating unique gifts and food items 

from fair trade markets around the world. The proceeds 

benefit many local non-profits. Don’t miss this extraordinary 

buying opportunity before and after masses in the Activities 

Center! - Outreach Ministry 

 

Sunday, December 2 

Advent By Candlelight Tea 
St. John Fisher ladies and their guests are invited to our 2018 

Advent Candlelight Tea. Please join us at 6pm in the 

beautifully decorated Activities Room. We are planning a 

prayerful evening that will lead us into the Advent Season 

and a time of thoughtful expectation with Mary Ann Dixon, 

OP as our speaker this year! There will be a selection of sweet 

and savory food items to tempt your pallet, and the 

committee is hard at work on items for door prizes. Plan to 

share this wonderful tradition with a friend, family member, 

or neighbor. More information to come on ticket sales.  

- Women’s Spirituality Ministry 

Worship Celebration  

October-November-December 

Daily Mass • 12:15pm – Mon, Tues, Fri;  7:15pm – Thurs 

Eucharistic Exposition • 6pm – Every Thursday 

Sacrament of Anointing • Last weekend Mass ea/mo  

Baptism Catechesis and Preparation • by appointment 

Sacrament of Baptism • by appointment 

Reconciliation • 4:30pm – Saturdays or by appointment 

Advent • Dec 2 – Dec 23 

Christmas Eve Masses • 4pm and 6pm – Dec 24  

Christmas  Vigil • 9pm – Dec 24  

Christmas Day Mass • 10am – Dec 25  

See Calendar at https:www.stjohnfisherparish.org  

for ALL meetings and events. 


