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You likely know what family we are.  We’re 
the Holdens, the White parents with 
the three beautiful, African American 
daughters.  We’re a forever family by 
adoption and we tend to draw attention.  
Tim and I like to believe it’s because our 
daughters are so devastatingly beautiful 
that they warrant a second look.  While 
it’s certainly uncontested truth that Grace, 
Faith, and Hope are gorgeous, we get 
attention because we don’t “match”.  
Our society values sameness, and while 
our family has been fortunate to receive 
much love and support over the last five 
years, we have also gotten some strange 
questions.

•	What	country	are	they	from?
•	How	long	have	you	had	them?
•	Are	they	foster	kids?
•	Where	are	their	real	parents?

In a society that values sameness, it is 
hard for others who have not experienced 
much diversity to stop themselves from 
asking questions.  We understand.  Our 
adoption agency taught us that being a 
“conspicuous family” means becoming 
an adoption ambassador. We answer 
questions from family, friends, even 
strangers the best we can in a manner that 
preserves our privacy.  

When we made the decision to adopt 
transracially, we knew we would have 

some difficult, yet crucial, conversations 
with our girls about race and privilege. 
In the last year, it’s become harder to 
navigate through these rough waters.  The 
premium on sameness has shifted for some 
folks, and it’s turned to racism.   Now, Tim 
and I are the ones asking the questions.

•	How	can	we	raise	our	daughters	to	love	
their	skin,	love	their	culture	in	this	volatile	
racial	climate?

•	How	do	we	explain	white	supremacy	to	
our	daughters?

•	How	do	we	teach	respect	for	law	
enforcement	yet	give	understanding	to	the	
Black	Lives	Matter	movement?

•	How	do	we,	as	White	parents	with	White	
privilege,	teach	our	daughters	to	negotiate	
through	a	world	where	they	will	have	
completely	different	experiences	than	we	
have	had?

I don’t know all the answers, but here’s 
one idea.  If you have White privilege, don’t 
deny it.  Use it!  Become an ambassador 
for peace. Stand up against inequalities 
you see in the world.  Challenge another 
person’s thinking when they make a 
racially biased statement and don’t allow 
it.  Embrace diversity.  Love thy neighbor 
as thyself.  We must start somewhere.  
Sameness is overrated, after all.

Erin	Holden,	SJF	Parishioner

Views on Race from a St. John Fisher Mom
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from here?
On Nov. 16, 2017, Krista Tippett, On Being 
producer, interviewed Ta-Nehisi Coates, a national 
correspondent for The	Atlantic and well-known 
[black] author of several books.  Ta-Nehisi  Coates 
is also featured on several YouTube.com interviews 
with Chris Hayes, a MSNBC interviewer.

 His latest book, Eight Years in Power: An American 
Tragedy, is an eye opener on how Obama’s 
presidency opened the door to Trump’s election.  A 
recent Coates’ article entitled, “Trump is the First 
White President,” shows how Trump’s ideology  of 
white supremacy is foundational to his negation 
of Barack Obama’s legacy.  I find Mr. Coates’ 
writings disturbing, unsettling, truthful, and hurtful.  
However, more importantly than making me 
uncomfortable, he urges all “patriotic Americans” 
to engage in creating a just America for everyone.  

Often it seems Coates is being asked by whites, 
“Where can we find hope?”  He answers, “Our  
story is a tragedy.  I know it sounds odd, but that 
belief does not depress me.  It focuses me” He then 
goes on, “You and I are in a cage trapped together... 
there’s no real thing that will probably save you in this 
lifetime… And so we must imagine a new country.” 

Although many of us celebrated and rejoiced 
in hope when Barack Obama was elected, we 
dismissed the people who were not happy with his 
election.  Those people won in 2016.  

We cannot correct our shameful American history 
going back to our earliest beginnings.  We also 
can no longer deny it and sweep it under the rug 
of happening “lifetimes long ago.”  That was our 
shameful  ancestors’ legacy.  What is happening 
NOW is our burden - and an opening to new 
possibilities.  Be informed.  Engage.  Change the 
reality.   

B.	J.	Schlachter
Podcast: onbeing.org/programs/ta-nahisi-coates-
imagining-a-new-america-nov2017/

A Prayer for Diversity 
O God, all peoples are your Beloved,

across races, nationalities, religions,  
sexual orientations

and all the ways we are distinctive from one 
another.

We are all manifestations of your image.

We are bound together in an inescapable  
network of mutuality

and tied to a single garment of destiny.

You call us into your unending work

of justice, peace and love.

Let us know your presence among us now:

Let us delight in our diversity

that offers glimpses of the mosaic of your beauty.

Strengthen us with your steadfast love and

transform our despairing fatigue into  
hope-filled action.

Under the shadow of your wings in this hour 

may we find rest and strength, renewal and hope.

In Jesus’ name.

Amen
2

Quotes from Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
“Human progress never rolls in on wheels 
of inevitability; it comes through the tireless 
efforts of men willing to be co-workers  
with God.”

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 
light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that.”



Excerpts from Richard Rohr’s, 
The Invisible Character of  
White Privilege	
For a long time, Richard Rohr naively hoped that racism 
was a thing of the past, writing: Those	of	us	who	are	
white	have	a	very	hard	time	seeing	that	we	constantly	
receive	special	treatment	just	because	of	the	color	of	
our	skin.	This	“white	privilege”	makes	it	harder	for	us	to	
recognize	the	experiences	of	people	of	color	as	valid	and	
real	when	they	speak	of	racial	profiling,	police	brutality,	
discrimination	in	the	workplace,	continued	segregation	in	
schools,	lack	of	access	to	housing,	and	on	and	on.	These	
things	haven’t	happened	to	most	white	people,	so	how	
can	it	be	true?

Because	we	have	never	been	on	the	other	side,	we	largely	
do	not	recognize	the	structural	access	we	enjoy,	the	trust	
we	think	we	deserve,	the	assumption	that	we	always	
belong	and	do	not	have	to	earn	our	belonging.	All	this	we	
take	for	granted	as	normal.	Only	the	outsider	can	spot	
these	attitudes	in	us.

Of	course,	we	all	belong.	There	is	no	issue	of	more	or	less	in	
the	eyes	of	an	Infinite	God.	The	white	man’s	advancement	
was	too	often	at	the	cost	of	others	not	advancing	at	all.	A	
minor	history	course	makes	that	rather	clear.

Rohr feels he would have never realized his own white 
privilege if he had not been forced outside of his 
dominant white culture by travel, by working in the jail, by 
hearing stories from counselees, and frankly, by making a 
complete fool of himself in so many social settings! 

Recognition	was	slow	in	coming.	If	your	entire	life	has	been	
to	live	unquestioned	in	your	position	of	power	-	a	power	
culturally	given	to	you,	but	you	think	you	earned	-	there	
is	almost	no	way	you	will	give	it	up	without	major	failure,	
suffering,	humiliation,	or	defeat.	This	is	our	challenge	as	
children	of	God	in	our	society.

	If	the	nature	of	God	operates	as	me,	God	operates	as	
thee	too,	and	the	playing	field	is	utterly	leveled	forever.	
Our	illusory	state	of	privilege	just	gets	in	the	way	of	
neighboring	and	basic	human	friendship.

11-17-2017	Center	for	Action	and	Contemplation	website
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Resource List
If you are looking for more information about 
racism and white privilege, here is a short 
resource list.  If you have any books or other 
resources you’ve found helpful, please let us 
know and we’ll be happy to print an amended list!

Books:
• The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace,  

by Jeff Hobbs
• The Fire Next Time, by James Baldwin
• Between the World and Me,  

by Ta-Nehisi Coates
• Ain’t I A Woman: Black Women and Feminism, 

by Bell Hooks
• Negroland: A Memoir, by Margo Jefferson
• Slavery by Another Name,  

by Douglas A. Blackmon
• Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee Shetterly  

(book and movie)
• The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander
• Small Great Things, by Jodi Picoult

Essay collections:
• Why are all the black kids sitting together in 

the cafeteria? by Beverly Daniel Tatum
• The Fire This Time edited by Jesmyn Ward
• Nobody:  Casualties of America’s War on the 

Vulnerable, from Ferguson to Flint and beyond 
by Marc Lamont Hill

Other resources:
• https://thecuriouscounsellor.com/2017/10/13/

woke-folks-explain-privilege/
• NY Times – Race/Related Newsletter
• https://www.ted.com/playlists/250/talks_to_

help_you_understand_r
• NPR Code Switch
• https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=fTcSVQJ2h8g&list=PLQ9B-p5Q-
YOMQjYVMb6Wx_XbulssG_W0r&index=1
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E What the Saints Did in 
the Face of Racism
We’re a 2,000-year-old Church with some Saints who 
were very much products of their time, but we’ve 
also got Saints who poured their life’s blood out for 
the truth that racism is evil. We’ve got Saints who 
were prophets against slavery and Nazism. 

St. Katharine Drexel gave	up	an	enormous	fortune 
and a brilliant future as a socialite to begin a religious 
order devoted to working with African-American 
and Native American children. She literally gave 
up everything–most especially the respect of her 
peers–in order to fight individual and institutional 
racism, taking a fourth vow “to be the mother and 
servant of the Indian and Negro races.” And she 
suffered for it, notably through the opposition of the 
Klan. Once members of the KKK threatened a white 
pastor at one of the churches where Drexel’s Sisters 
worked; the Sisters prayed, a tornado	hit	the	Klan	
headquarters, and the cowards in white hoods kept 
their distance from the warriors clad in black.

St. Josephine Bakhita was	kidnapped	from	her	
Sudanese	village when she was about 7 years old 
and sold into slavery; she was so traumatized by 
the events that she forgot her own name and was 
called “Bakhita,” which means “lucky one,” by the 
slavers. She was beaten bloody and ritually scarred 
for years until she was sold to a “kind” Italian family 
of slave owners. Serving as their little daughter’s 
lady’s maid, she accompanied the little girl to a 
convent school, where she heard the Gospel for 
the first time and determined to be baptized. When 
the family returned and told her to go with them 

to Sudan, Bakhita refused. After nearly 15 years 
of doing everything she was told, she threw a 
metaphorical fist in the air and resisted, unwilling to 
leave the Sisters before being baptized. Eventually, 
the case went to court where a judge ruled that 
Bakhita (who had the support of the future Pope St. 
Pius X) had been free from the moment she arrived 
in Italy, establishing a precedent that not only was 
the slave trade illegal in Italy but also the possession 
of slaves. She went on to become a Canossian sister 
and at the end of her life declared that if she met 
her captors again she would kiss their feet because 
without their evil acts she would never have come 
to know Christ.

Venerable Henriette Delille could	have	passed. Her 
mother called herself white when asked by the 
census, as did her siblings. But Henriette wanted 
to show other free women of color that their lives 
didn’t have to be dictated by the racist system, that 
they could be black and truly free. While Henriette’s 
mother wanted her to live as the concubine of a rich 
white man, as she herself had done and as Henriette’s 
sister had as well, Henriette chose Christ. She began a 
religious order of women of color to serve the elderly. 
Though many Church and state officials opposed a 
religious order of African-American women, her small 
group of educated black women eventually became 
the Sisters of the Holy Family.

There are others, of course, but here you have a 
start, a witness to the fact that Christians have to 
take a stand against racism in word and in deed.  
Exercise your privilege by refusing to be silent.

Excerpted	from	Held by His Pierced Hands,	a	blog	
written	by	Meg	Hunter-Kilmer.
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How it feels to be a parent 
of black children
As a white mother of two black children, three  
white children, who all have a white father, I have 
something to say.

Racism exists. It is real and tangible. And it is 
everywhere, all the time.

When I brought my boys home they were the cutest, 
sweetest babies ever. Wherever we went, people 
greeted us with charm and enthusiasm. Well, not all 
people and not everywhere. But, to me, they were the 
“wacko” exceptions. I thought to myself, “Get over it.”

Now my boys look like teenagers. Black teenagers. 
They are 13. Let me ask you these questions. Do store 
personnel follow your children when they are picking 
out their Gatorade flavors? They didn’t follow my white 
kids.  Do coffee shop employees interrogate your 
children about the credit card they are using to pay 
while you are in the bathroom? They didn’t interrogate 
my white kids.  When your kids trick-or-treat in, dressed 
as a Ninja and a Clown, do they get asked who they are 
with and where they live, door after door? My white kids 
didn’t get asked.  Do your kids get pulled out of the TSA 
line time and again for additional screening? My white 
kids didn’t. Do your kids get treated one way when 
they are standing alone but get treated a completely 
different way when you walk up? I mean a completely 
different way. My white kids didn’t. Do shoe sales 
people ask if your kids’ feet are clean before sizing them 
for shoes? No one asked me that with my white kids. 
Do complete strangers ask to touch your child’s hair? Or 
ask if they are “from druggies”? No one did this with my 
white kids.

Did you tell your kids not to fight back because they will 
seen as aggressive if they stand up for themselves? Have 
you had to honestly discuss with your husband whether 
you should take your children to the police station to 
introduce them to the officers so they would know your 
children are legitimate members of your community? 
Have you had to talk to your children about EXACTLY 
what to say and not to say to an officer? Have you had 
to tell your children that the objective of any encounter 

with police, or security in any form, is to stay alive? It 
never occurred to me to have these conversations with 
my white children. In fact, it never occurred to me for 
myself either.

There is no question that my boys have been cloaked 
in my protection when they were small. What I did not 
realize until now is that the cloak I was offering them 
was identification with my whiteness. As they grow 
independent, they step out from my cloak and lose 
that protection. The world sees “them” differently. 
It is sweet when they are adopted little black boys so 
graciously taken in by this nice white family. But when 
they are real people? Well, it is not the same. And they 
still look like little boys. What happens to them when 
they look like the strong, proud black men I am raising?

The reason why the phrase All Lives Matter is offensive 
to black people is because it isn’t true. Right now, in 
America, my black children are treated differently than 
my white children. So when you say All Lives Matter 
as a response to the phrase Black Lives Matter you 
are completely dismissing the near daily experience of 
racism for those with pigment in their skin, curl in their 
hair and broadness of their nose.

I am posting this so you can see the reality I have 
witnessed and experienced, because, frankly, I didn’t 
believe it was true until I saw it up close, directed at 
two souls I love, over and over again. So, please, use 
this post as a pair of glasses to see the racism that 
surrounds you. Then we can actually make progress 
toward all lives being valued and cherished.

Kate	Riffle	Roper,	posted	on	Facebook,	July	2016
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The Conundrum of  
‘White Privilege’ 
When I hear the words “White Privilege” there’s a 
part of me that says, “Seriously?  My grandparents 
and dad (all immigrants) were poor, discriminated 
against by everyone outside their culture, and 
generally had hard lives.  None of them finished  
high school yet my mom insisted we kids attend 
college and build marketable skills to support 
ourselves.  Seems to me, my family made any 
privilege we have.”  

Then, I read Unpacking	the	Invisible	Knapsack by 
Peggy McIntosh (https://nationalseedproject.org/
white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack) 
listing fifty areas in which life for white Americans 
is different and easier than for people of color.  The 
list gave me pause because these things are related 
only to race, not educational level or economic 
status.  They don’t go away when a second or third 
generation immigrant ‘assimilates’ into Rochester 
Hills or gets their Master’s Degree and a good job.  
Individually, they may not be a big problem but 
together they seem like a major pain.  I’m used to 
my normal, which turns out is a normal only for 
White Americans.  Here are just a few of the  
things McIntosh writes people of color cannot 
count on most of the time: 

I	can	if	I	wish	arrange	to	be	in	the	company	of	people	
of	my	race	most	of	the	time.

If	I	should	need	to	move,	I	can	be	pretty	sure	of	
renting	or	purchasing	housing	in	an	area	which	I	can	
afford	and	in	which	I	would	want	to	live.

I	can	be	pretty	sure	that	my	neighbors	in	such	a	
location	will	be	neutral	or	pleasant	to	me.

I	can	go	shopping	alone	most	of	the	time,	pretty	well	
assured	that	I	will	not	be	followed	or	harassed.

I	can	turn	on	the	television	or	open	to	the	front	
page	of	the	paper	and	see	people	of	my	race	widely	
represented.

I	can	choose	blemish	cover	or	bandages	in	“flesh”	
color	and	have	them	more	less	match	my	skin.

I	can	be	pretty	sure	that	if	I	ask	to	talk	to	“the	person	
in	charge,”	I	will	be	facing	a	person	of	my	race.

I	can	do	well	in	a	challenging	situation	without	being	
called	a	credit	to	my	race.

I	am	never	asked	to	speak	for	all	the	people	of	my	
racial	group.

Susan	Masiak	

Resisting the  
New Jim Crow
Jim Crow was the comprehensive and brutal system 
of racial segregation, discrimination, and terrorist 
violence against black lives and bodies perpetrated 
throughout the 20th century: explicitly in the U.S. 
South, often implicitly in the North. Reverend 
William Barber of the Moral Mondays movement 
in North Carolina has used the phrase “Mr. James 
Crow, Esq.” for the updated 21st century version of 
this system for denying basic human rights.

Jim Wallis, Editor of Sojourners Magazine and 
long-time preacher and leader for social justice, 
has been thinking about this now that the United 
States will no longer be a white majority nation by 
about 2040. Instead, the U. S. will be made up of 
a majority of minorities. With a suit, instead of a 
sheet, he believes that James Crow, Esq. has a new 
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strategy to protect white supremacy and promote racial 
segregation, discrimination and even violence. Briefly, 
this five-part strategy includes:

1. Racial gerrymandering:  For instance Republicans 
in North Carolina there make up just 30% of registered 
voters and yet, the party holds 10 of the state’s 13  
House seats.

2. Fighting immigration reform: Polls in 2015 showed a 
majority of Americans of all political parties and faiths 
supported a comprehensive immigration reform to 
fix a broken system and provide a path to citizenship 
for undocumented immigrants. Republican leaders 
promised a delegation of religious leaders that the 
reform would come up for vote since it had already 
been passed in the Senate. The promise was broken 
and since then the administration has offered stricter 
immigration bans that would further forestall the 
increase of new voters of color.

3. Mass incarceration: The mass incarceration of 
black and brown people, in radically disproportionate 
numbers, has led to massive voter disenfranchisement 
for those same people when they return from 
prison. These facts are well-documented in Michelle 
Alexander’s recent book The	New	Jim	Crow. As Bryan 
Stevenson notes ( in his 2014 book, Just	Mercy) “Despite 
the fact that white people and people of color use 
illegal drugs at very similar rates, people of color are 
arrested, charged and imprisoned for nonviolent drug 
offenses at shockingly disproportionate rates. “

4. Voter restrictions: The 2013 Supreme Court ruling 
made voter suppression even easier for states by 
gutting key provisions of the Voting Rights Act. These 
restrictions, usually done under the guise of preventing 
alluded voter fraud, are in fact aimed at making it more 
difficult for poor people and minorities to votes.

5. A resurgence of white nationalism: As we have 
seen through last year’s election cycle and recently 
in Charlottesville , there are now an unprecedented 
amount of open appeals to bigotry, xenophobia 
and racism. This strategy is to “mainstream’ white 
nationalism and support a “strongman” approach  
to politics.

Christian leaders from many denominations came 
together recently to issue a theological statement 
“Called to Resist Bigotry,” which urges Christians to 
reject and resist bigoted rhetoric and tactics used in 
service of political campaigns.  
Strategies to resist include:

1. Reject racial gerrymandering by either party.

2. Keep pressure on elected officials for true 
immigration reform.

3. We must remove mandatory minimum sentences for 
nonviolent drug offenses and deal with illegal drugs 
more through education and treatment rather than 
policing and incarceration. Every state should restore 
voting rights to release prisoners who have already 
served their time.

4. Most important, we must protect the rights of 
“Matthew 25 people.” In that chapter, Jesus calls us 
to protect the “least of these”--the hungry, thirsty, 
naked, strangers and those sick and in prison. Voter 
suppression tactics are aimed directly at these people. 
And we are called by Jesus and our faith to protect 
them.

Our religious voices and actions can help provide a 
powerful way to put our true faith and our better 
American values forward in the midst of national moral 
confusion and crisis.

Liz	Loria
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Becoming an Ally
Author’s Note: I’m	writing	this	in	hopes	that	it	can	
be	used	to	lighten	the	load	of	marginalized	folks,	
keeping	in	mind	that	not	all	marginalized	people	
want	to	engage	in	the	ally	conversation,	and	that	is	
perfect	as	well.	For	those	who	do,	my	prayer	is	that	
when	someone	asks	you	the	question,	“how	can	I	be	a	
stronger	ally?”	you	might	choose	to	save	your	breath/
energy	and	send	this	in	its	place.

1. Listen more; talk less. You don’t have to have 
something to say all of the time. You don’t have to 
post something on social media that points to how 
liberal/how aware/how cool/how good you are. You 
are lovely, human, and amazing. You have also had 
the microphone for most of the time, for a very long 
time, and it will be good to give the microphone to 
someone else who is living a different experience 
than your own.

2. For one out of every three opinions/insights shared 
by a person of color in your life, try to resist the need 
to respond with a better or different insight about 
something that you read 
or listened to as it relates 
to their shared opinion. Try 
just to listen and sit with 
someone else’s experience. 

3. Being an ally is different 
than simply wanting not 
to be racist (thank you for 
that, by the way). Being an 
ally requires you to educate 
yourself about systemic 
racism in this country. Read 
Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim Crow and Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’ Between the World and Me and Claudia 
Rankine’s Citizen and so many other great books and 
articles that illuminate oppression and structures of 
white supremacy and white privilege. 

4. Please try not to, “I can’t believe that something 
like this would happen in this day and age!” your way 
into being an ally when atrocities like the events in 
Charleston, S.C., and Charlottesville, Va., happen. 

People of color have been aware of this kind of 
hatred and violence in America for centuries, and it 
belittles our experience for you to show up 300 years 
late to the oppression-party suddenly caring about 
the world. 

5. Ask when you don’t know — but do the work first. 
This is nuanced. Some marginalized/disenfranchised 
folks will tell you not to ask them anything; don’t 
be offended by that. Folks are tired, and that is 
understandable because it is exhausting to be a 
marginalized person in this world. However, there 
is something special that happens within human 
connections and relationships. In a nutshell, don’t 
expect for people to educate you. Do the work to 
educate yourself. Ask questions within relationships 
that feel safe, and do so respectfully.

6. And finally, stop talking about colorblindness. It’s 
not a thing. Colorblindness is totally impossible in a 
nation whose land was taken from the indigenous 
inhabitants through an attempt at genocide and 
horrific colonization. The same nation that enslaved 
humans and exploited them in every way imaginable 

built a nation on their 
backs, hung them, hunted 
them, and for centuries 
kept them from their basic 
inalienable rights and still 
does. The same nation 
that exploits and deports 
immigrants who were 
promised refuge within 
the American Constitution. 
The same nation that 
incarcerated Japanese 
Americans during World 

War II and continues to promote bigotry, exclusion, 
and violence against LGBTQ/gender non-identifying 
folks. This nation that allows swastika-wearing, 
Confederate-flag-toting, anti-Semitic racists to have a 
platform for their hate. 

Courtney	Ariel,	Storyteller	and	Songwriter
Posted	August	16,	2017	
Sojourners	website,	sojo.net
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