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Worship Celebration 

Reconciliation • 4:30pm – Saturdays or by appointment 

Sacrament of Anointing at Masses • June 24/25, July 29/30,  

     Aug 26/27, Sept 23/24 

Baptism Catechesis and Preparation • By appointment  

Sacrament of Baptism • By appointment  

Regional Young Adult Mass & Social at  

     St. Mary of the Hills • Aug 12, Sept 9 

 

Parish Events 

June 17-25 • CCRT Summer Food Drive 

First Tuesdays July 4, Aug 1, Sept 5 • Agape Coneys &  

     Conversation (Col’s Place #1) – 7:30pm 

First Fridays July 7, Aug 4, Sept 1 • Agape Couples  

     Ministry – 6:30pm 

July 12, Aug 9, Sept 13 • Prayer Shawl Ministry – 11:30am 

July 14, Aug 11, Sept 8 • Peace Vigil – 5pm 

July 22, Aug 26, Sept 23 • Manna Soup Kitchen – 6:15am  

July 23-30 • South Oakland Shelter Host Week 

July 29/30, Aug 26/27, Sept 23/24 • Blood Pressure Checks 

      – Saturdays at 5:30pm, Sundays at 11am 

Aug 13 • Annual Golf Outing – 1pm 

Aug 15 • 100 Women Who Care – 7pm 

Last Wednesdays, Aug 30, Sept 27• Grief/Loss/ 

     Transition Support Group – 7pm 

First Wednesdays Sept 6 • God for Grownups – 7pm 

Specific Tuesdays beginning Sept 12 • RCIA – 5pm  

Sept 13 begins • Scripture Study – 9:30am 

Sept 18 • Catechist Gathering – 7pm 

Sept 23 • SJF Men’s Group – 7:30am 

Sept 24 • Passion to Action Weekend (time & talent survey) 

Sept 25 • Family Faith Sharing Kickoff Liturgy – 6:30pm 



Witness to our faith  
As we enjoy the beauty of the summer season it is easy to 

contemplate vacations and time away from the routines of 

our daily lives. Since the celebration of the Advent Season 

late last year our worship planning has suggested to us that 

we use the lens provided to us by St. Matthew’s Beatitudes 

to view our response to God’s presence in our life in every 

season.   

     During the Advent and Christmas seasons we focused on 

how we encounter the creator God when we live our lives 

with a pure heart and act righteously especially to the poor 

and abandoned.  With the spring came the great liturgies of 

Lent and Easter and our focus shifted to how we grow from 

this encounter with God by accompanying those who are 

persecuted or are mourning a loss in their life. And now we 

come full circle in the ordinary time of our church year and 

we challenge each other to give witness to our faith by the 

use of our time, talent and treasure. 

     In May I was delighted to spend the day with a couple of 

dozen other parishioners as we took a bus tour of Pontiac 

and witnessed first hand some of the wonderful discipleship 

being done by people of faith. We made seven stops during 

the tour and the sites ranged from medical clinics to assisted 

living facilities; Micah 6 was a favorite for most of us – this is 

where a group of young people from Arkansas have pur-

chased two homes in the city and, working with the neigh-

bors have grown fresh foods which they offer to the hungry 

in the area. 

     Pray as a family about how you can better give witness to 

your encounter with Christ! 

Fr. Mike 

  

 

 

Are You on a Mission? 

It always fascinates me how the department stores transi-

tion from season to season so quickly, by the time you read 

this, back to school supplies will be loaded on their shelves!  

In reality, we have also completed a great deal of our prepa-

ration for this upcoming Faith Formation year at St. John 

Fisher and we are extremely excited!   

     Now, you may think that this article does not pertain to 

you, but it pertains to everyone!   The success of our program 

depends on its volunteers, and this is not limited to those 

with children in the program.  We offer programming for 

children in Kindergarten through Eighth Grade.  Many  

helping hands and hearts are needed.  We are in need of 

catechists to share God’s word with our youth, hall monitors 

to remain in the building while the children are in class, and 

substitute catechists if you can be available occasionally as 

needed.  If you would like additional information, please call 

or email me! 248-373-6457 x3103  

familyfaithshaing@sjfcup.com 

Our program begins on Monday, September 25th. Everyone 

is invited to join us, but children and parents are required to 

attend this first session.  As people of faith, we are called to 

continue the mission of Jesus, to spread the Good News.  

We do this by worshiping and celebrating sacraments in 

community, and serving the people of the world and all of 

creation.  Our role is to teach, encourage and support the 

formation of all the faithful.  We provide our children and 

teens a safe, caring, and hospitable environment while  

supporting parents and guardians as the first and primary 

educators of their children. 

     Registration packets will be mailed in Mid-August and in-

formation will also be posted on our website at this time.   

Summer Blessings, 

Kathy Susalla Rochon, Parish Catechetical Leader 

  



Welcome Barb – Our New  

Justice & Peace Ministry Head 
Please join us in welcoming Barb Staniszewski as our new 

Justice & Peace Ministry Head in the coming 2017-2018 fiscal 

year.  Barb has been married to husband Gary (Stosh) for 38 

years and has two children:  Katie, a speech language 

pathologist in California and Dan, a math teacher and foot-

ball coach at Notre Dame Prep.  They’re enjoying their first 

grandchild, Cecilia, thanks to parents, Dan and Lauren. Barb 

is a retired Utica Schools teacher and currently works as a 

supervisor of student teachers for Oakland University and 

tutors Mathnasium weekly.  She loves to travel, read and 

enjoys quilting. The Staniszewskis have been members of  

St. John Fisher for the past four years. In addition to being a 

member of Justice & Peace Ministry, Barb serves as a collec-

tion counter, lector, catechist, attends scripture study and 

women’s spirituality sessions. She has a heart for justice  

issues as they affect low-income families.  We look forward 

to the many fruits of her talents in the coming year.   

  

 

 

So Long Joe –  
You Will be Missed! 
For the past three years Joe Pauwels has served as head of 

the Outreach Ministry.  Although committed to remaining 

involved, sadly for us, he’s decided it’s time to step down 

from that leadership role. Under his watch, St. John Fisher 

became more actively involved with area refugees. He initiat-

ed a diaper drive for refugee families in our area as well as 

the St. John Fisher Day of Service which is in its second year.  

A St. John Fisher member since 2002, he has also chaired 

Parish Council and served in the Companion Ministry. After 

32 years with GM, Joe as a retiree continues to enjoy helping 

people. Active in the Movers & Shakers (a group of men who 

move donated furniture to people in need), he’s always 

been someone we can rely on to step up when a special 

need arises.  This past year, he became actively involved in 

helping an asylum family in another part of the Metro area 

with household goods, furniture and a television set.   

     Joe and wife Ginny have two sons, Joe Jr. and Andy, and 

enjoy spending time with their two granddaughters, Emily 

14, and Ella 11.  We will miss Joe’s steady leadership but cer-

tainly appreciate all he and the Outreach Ministry have ac-

complished as a result of it.  Thank you Joe! 

St John Fisher is a parish of people who are very generous to those in need. I am always inspired by the number of people who 

participate in Outreach projects with both their time and financial resources. For those still unsure about participating in a  

particular Outreach activity, the very best approach is to try it! I have seen many people become dedicated participants once  

this first step is taken. The need continues to be great in the surrounding community and there are many different ways for  

parishioners to get involved.  I know the Outreach Ministry will continue to provide the opportunities to do so. – Joe Pauwels  



We want to let the parish know about the safety and effi-

ciency updates we made to the building. We installed new 

LED lights around the exterior of the building to improve 

visibility and security. The old lights in the Walton parking lot 

failed so we replaced them making the lot much brighter 

and safer. We also installed LED lights in the main aisle of the 

Chapel. The old lights used 7,000 watts and cost about 91 

cents an hour to run. The new lights use 140 watts and cost 

about 2 cents an hour to run! We have also installed occu-

pancy sensors around the building. All of these projects will 

reduce our electricity consumption. 

     Our fire alarm system, installed in 1993, was obsolete, mal-

functioning, and causing false alarms. We replaced it in Feb-

ruary and are adding the offices and Chapel to the system. 

This work will bring our building up to the current code and 

increase the safety of the entire building. 

     Our “Play Day” volunteers continue to help maintain the 

building. Our Gardening Angels are continuing to beautify 

the grounds. If you see these wonderful people at work, 

please thank them. We would not have this beautiful, safe, 

and clean faith home without them. 
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