
St. John Fisher Whole 
Community Project
We (Liturgical Preparation) 
began a project involving the 
WHOLE community.  We posed 
a question to see what you 
have to say.  This question is 
based on the Epiphany:

Epiphany is a sudden 
realization, like the 
awareness that God 
came to us in human 
form through Jesus. 
Remember when you’ve 
suddenly had a new 
awareness of some-
thing or someone that 
may have always been 
in your life. How might 
this realization change 
the way you act and/or 
think today?

We are grateful for those  
who contributed their time  
and thoughtful reflection in  
answering this question  
and allowing it to be shared 
with the community. 

Thank You!

Epiphany Moments

• I appreciated Advent because 
of my experience with an interde-
nominational group.  That helped 
me to appreciate the “Imaging 
God Together” liturgical theme of 
Advent and Christmas.

• Being new to Scripture Study 
and having never read religious 
books, recently, I came across The 
Greatest Story Ever Told and am 
reading it to fill in the gaps. Now I 
see the bigger picture and recom-
mend we all read it. 

• I make a conscience effort to 
say Merry Christmas during the 
season; drawing attention to Jesus’ 
birthday to the young children. 

• Witnessing a friend who lost his 
job, his wife, and is now poverty-
stricken, I focus on trying to see 
God in this person as he struggles 
with his life situation and moni-
tor my own attitude toward the 
situation.

• We have divine DNA. God is 
among us and also a true part  
of us.

• Discovering the true meaning of 
Namaste. The God in me reveres 
the God in you.

• Experience of going into other 
churches and feeling unworthy to 
be there.

• Do the math, count the  
blessings.

• The thought of keeping an open 
mind, and be aware of your sur-
roundings, people and activities, 
can change my life and my attitude. 

• I visited the Cathedral in St. 
Louis and was impressed by the 
beauty of the mosaic tile work 
covering the walls. It was an awe-
some and awe-filled experience of 
the “presence of God.” Something 
much greater than ourselves.

• I was overwhelmed by a partic-
ular moonless sky, filled with stars 
that touched the horizon. I felt the 
immeasurableness of God and the 
smallness of myself. Putting things 
into perspective like that was a 
humbling experience and my life 
profoundly changed. 

• Nature brings us closer to God.

• At a very low time in my life, a 
bunch of balloons unexpectedly 
landed in the back yard. I felt God 
was sending a sign that everything 
was going to be okay and things 
have been. I felt that it was a sign 
that someone was watching  
over me. 

• I saw this on a Church marquis 
“God Give us a Sign.”

• The epiphanies in my life have 
caused me to change the way I 
think. I see them as events where I 
moved to a new level of maturity. 
My epiphany events have all been 
times that have lead me to grow 
and become a better man.

continued on back



Epiphany Moments

• On feast of Immaculate  
Conception, I went to St. Mary 
of the Hills Church for liturgy.  I 
attended the children’s liturgy 
(K-8). The boys in red shirts and 
black pants reminded me of “high 
liturgies.” All in attendance stood 
and joined the children’s choir 
and band. I was profoundly moved 
by the whole experience, feeling 
God’s presence in the children. 

• Awareness of others in one’s 
life starts early in one’s age. I think 
back to my teenage years when 
other people played a part in my 
development as a young man.

• While reading the book Radical 
Amazement, it started to dawn on 
me how little I really “knew” about 
God and the universe. Suddenly, I 
realized that I had completely lost 
a sense of awe and wonder about 
both. Wonder and awe experi-
enced, not just thought about. The 
unfathomable vastness and com-
plexity of the universe revealed to 
me a “Godness” beyond mental 
knowing, beyond a Catholic belief 
system, beyond practicing certain 
rituals, but is centered in the Trin-
ity of Love. Now I keep open to 
Holy Mystery.

• I find myself coming to the 
word trust. I would trust that 
God is talking to me through this 
situation or person and I should (a 
word I don’t like to use) listen; put 
aside my fear and apprehension 
and trust. 

• I always admired my brother’s 
“otherness” to all especially the 
poorest of the poor. I tried to 
emulate this to not much avail. 
Nevertheless, for the first time 
as an adult I have now realized 
how much he finds it almost to 
impossible to receive. More of a 
much wider spectrum has ensured 
me with this epiphany; especially 
whenever I meet and observe 
other people. 

• Someone asked me why or how 
I became a peace activist. I didn’t 
know the answer. I then realized 
I once had a friend who always 
spoke of the many people I now 
know as leaders of peace: Dorothy 
Day, Martin Luther King, Berrigan 
brothers and the many activities 
they were involved in, it finally 
dawned on me; that was the begin-
ning of my turn to peace activism.

• Ronald Rolheiser, in his book 
The Holy Longing, talks about how 
joy should be part of our Christian 
lives. I have often felt a little guilty 
about how comfortably I live com-
pared to so many in the world. I 
have always tried to do what I can 
for the poor, but now I feel a joy 
in celebrating the gifts I have been 
given and try to remind myself to 
be joyful each day. 

• It’s interesting to hear my 90 
year old dad talk about his re-
lationship with his mother and 
realize how traits and habits are 
passed down thru generations. It 
helps me understand sometimes 
why I act the way I do and even 
realizations to make changes. 

• One sudden realization I’ve 
had involves my studies in early 
childhood. The emotional learning 
approach based on brain research 
was a big help in dealing with little 
ones. A main focus was on dif-
ficult behavior: to look not at the 
negative behavior with reaction, 
but notice the emotional state of 
the child that caused the behav-
ior. This fosters compassion and 
understanding instead of reaction 
and punishment. This works with 
adults too.

• My epiphany is related to 
children. I realized in my 10th year 
of teaching that you can never 
predict how a child will succeed 
during a level in elementary 
school.  A kindergarten teacher (a 
friend) said “Oh, I knew that kid 
(named) was never going to make 
it in kindergarten.” I was shocked 
that a teacher would think that 
about a child. 

• By belonging to the PeaceX 
Peace group and sharing peaceful 
insights into everyday life situa-
tions, has made me aware of the 
peaceful presence of Christ in my 
soul always.

• The realization (epiphany) that 
all people contain God within 
them. Sometimes as hidden as my 
ability to look and find God within 
them.

We invite you to join us in the next ques-
tion coming out on the third Saturday/
Sunday of Lent. Or add your reflection, 
using this same question. Return answer 
to the green box in Gathering Area. 
Forms are also available near the box.


