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Worship Celebration 

Stations of the Cross • Mar 10, 17, 24, 31, Apr 7 

Lenten Reconciliation Service • Apr 4 – 7:15pm 

Regional Young Adult Mass & Social at  

     St. Mary of the Hills • Apr 8, May 13, June 10 

Palm Sunday Masses • Apr 8 / 9 

Holy Thursday • Apr 13 – 7:15pm 

Good Friday Liturgy • Apr 14 – 12:15pm 

Easter Food Blessing • Apr 15 – 12pm 

Easter Vigil • Apr 15 – 9pm 

Easter Masses • Apr 16 – 8:30am and 11am 

Earth Day Mass • Apr 22 – 5:30pm 

Sacrament of Baptism • May 14, June 11 – 11:30am  

Sacrament of Anointing • Last weekend Masses ea. month 

College Grad Mass • May 21 – 10am 

Pentecost Masses • June 3 /4 

High School Grad Mass & Brunch •June 5 – 10am 

Feast of St. John Fisher • June 22 

Eucharistic Exposition • Every Thursday – 6pm 

Reconciliation • 4:30pm – Saturdays or by appointment 

Parish Events 

During Lent 2017 • Ellacuria Lenten Project 

Mar 24-25 • Youth Group 30 Hour Famine – begins 7pm 

Mar 25-Apr 2 • Spring Food Drive 

Mar 29 • Sophia Women’s Day Retreat – 9:30am 

Apr 4 • CCM Lectio Divina at OU – 3pm 

Apr 4• Agape Coney’s and Conversation – 7:30pm 

Apr 5 • God for Grownups – 7pm 

Apr 9 • Children’s Egg Hunt – 11:30am 

Apr 10 • Coffee and Catechism at OU – 6:30pm  

Apr 12, May 10, Jun 14 • Prayer Shawl – 11:30am 

Apr 12 • CCM Rosary at OU – 2:30pm 

Apr 14, May 12, June 9 • Peace Vigil – 5pm 

Apr 14 • Youth Group Passion Play – 7pm 

Apr 19 • CCM Study Day – 12pm 

Apr 20, May 18, June 15 • Agape Theology on Tap – 6pm  

Apr 22, May 27, June 24 • Manna Soup Kitchen – 6:15am 

Apr 22, May 27, June 24 • SJF Men’s Group – 7:30am 

Apr 26 • WISDOM Evening – 7pm 

Apr 26, May 31, June 28 • Grief/Loss/Transition  

     Support Group – 7pm 

Apr 29 • Day of Service – All day 

Apr 29 • Adopt-A-Road – 12:30pm 

Apr 29 • Christmas in Action – 8:30am 

May 2 • Life Lessons from the Mystics – 5:30pm 

May 3 • Women’s Spirituality & Luncheon – 9:30am 

May 5-7 • Agape & CCM Retreat  

May 11 • 100 Women Who Care – 7pm 

May 12-14 • Sophia Women’s Weekend Retreat, Adrian, MI 

May 12 • Pontiac Bus Tour – 8am 

May 14 • Mother’s Day Brunch – 11:30am 

May 20 • Appreciation Evening – 6:30pm 

May 24 • Spring Plant In – 5pm 

June 17-25 • Summer Food Drive 

June 18 • Father’s Day Brunch – 11:30am 



Move from fear to faith ... 
Celebrating our faith in the Lenten and Easter seasons allows 

for more focus in our relationship with God and how God is 

calling us, as individuals and as a parish community, to 

strengthen our discipleship. We are never going to grow in 

our relationship with God if we cling to adolescent attitudes 

about who God is or what God expects of me. An adolescent 

needs rule to keep them within the guidelines of good be-

havior and those rules forge disciplines that can serve the 

individual for a lifetime. 

     The beatitudes found in St. Matthew’s gospel provide us 

with a step beyond the rules the disciples gathered on that 

mountainside were used to in their Hebrew faith. The teach-

ings found in the fifth chapter of Matthew drive the disciples 

down the mountain and back into their lives with the 

strength of disciples sent on mission.  

      As we near the end of this Lenten Season and ready our-

selves to celebrate the great 50 days of the Easter season it 

is important for us to ponder how we have grown and ma-

tured in our relationship with God. Our planning teams for 

our liturgies suggest that we ask ourselves what we might 

do to help our community grow in relationship with Christ 

more intentionally.  Our recent retreat with Sr. Macrina 

Wiederkehr gave great opportunity to focus on the radical 

trust we need to place in God which allows us to move from 

fear to faith. Just ponder the fear of the disciples in the final 

days of Jesus’ life; they thought in their minds that all was 

lost and they withdrew in fear from the mission they had 

been on with Jesus. Trust in God’s design only came to the 

disciples when they experienced the outpouring of God’s 

Holy Spirit; then they could throw open the doors of  

that upper room and step back into discipleship in the  

marketplace. 

 

     Please remember in prayer the members of our communi-

ty being baptized and received into the church at the Easter 

Vigil on April 15th:  Hedley, Geoff, Hannah, Asia, Thomas, and 

Erica; these men and women are a sacrament to us during 

these special days because they image the growth of God 

calling all of us to new life! 

Have a blessed Easter. 

Fr. Mike 

 

WISDOM -  
5 Women, 5 Journeys 
Wednesday, April 26, 7pm 
You are invited to this evening of reflection and dialogue 

with a panel of 5 women representing WISDOM (Women's 

Interfaith Solutions for Dialogue and Outreach of Metro  

Detroit).  Hear from the panel about their personal five faith 

journeys representing five different religions.  Join us in the 

Activities Center to hear these remarkable stories, join in 

dialogue, find commonality and sharing your own experienc-

es at table. Bring a friend!  Refreshments will be served. 

Sponsored by PeaceXPeace Ministry 

  

2016 Catholic Services  
Appeal Update 
We have good news to report on our 2016 Catholic Services 

Appeal (CSA) Campaign. So far 245 families contributed 

$116,710 towards our parish CSA obligation of $121,815. Thank 

you to everyone who has pledged so far. 

     If you have not contributed yet, we really need your help 

to meet the $5,105 shortfall. Every contribution, no matter 

how large or small, is needed by May 15, 2017. Please make 

your check payable to “Catholic Services Appeal” and send it 

to the Parish office. 

     If we do not meet the goal we will have to use operating 

funds to cover the shortfall.  

     Your donation will support Catholic schools, struggling 

parishes, and the Parish Empowerment Fund which has pro-

vided funding for salaries for the Catholic Community Re-

sponse Team for over 13 years. 

     Over the years, your support has helped us to meet our 

SJF CSA obligations, pay down debt, make major repairs to 

our buildings and grounds, expand programing and tithing. 

Thank you for your financial support and prayers for this 

campaign.   

2016 CSA Campaign Committee 



Pontiac Bus Tour! 

Friday, May 12, 8am 
Get on the bus to tour the City of Pontiac to see its wonderful 

revitalization and also visit five - six different organizations 

doing remarkable work to lift up the City of Pontiac and its 

residents. We'll carpool at 8:00am from SJF to meet up with 

our bus. Cost is $20 and includes a lovely box lunch from 

Lafayette Market in Pontiac. We will return to St. John Fisher 

around 2:30pm. To register, please submit a $20 check to St. 

John Fisher with “Pontiac Bus Tour” written on the memo 

line.  There are only 30 available spots, so register early!  

Sponsored by the PeaceXPeace Ministry 

 

ANCESTRY.COMmunity 
Celebrating Our Lineage and Legacy 
If we don't know where we've been, it's hard to understand 

where we're going.  In this retreat, we'll touch on God's his-

tory, our part in it, and how we understand our future and 

our legacy.   

Sophia Retreat Weekend, May 12, 13 and 14, 2017 

Women of the community and their guests are invited to the 

annual Sophia Retreat Weekend to be held at Weber Center 

on the beautiful campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters.  Sr. 

Mary Ann Dixon, OP and Nancy Mason Bordley will facilitate 

the retreat experience and as always the venue and tasty 

meals help to make it a meaningful and relaxing weekend.  If 

you have not attended in the past, consider joining us!  If you 

have attended and would like to come again, please do! 

     Your sisters, moms, and friends are welcome too.  The 

retreat is reasonably priced considering the rich benefits.  

For more information and to download a registration form, 

please visit our St. John Fisher website or contact Nancy  

Mason Bordley at Sprituality@sjfcup.com   

     The retreat will be held on Mother’s Day Weekend, and 

we promise to have all moms home in time to celebrate with 

their families.  Consider giving a perfect Mother’s Day gift. … 

A weekend away in a beautiful setting to be with God and a 

group of kindred spirits!  

From left - 100 Women Who Care Greater Rochester founders Amy Whipple and Linda Chayka present $100 check awards to 
CCRT Director Barb Williams and Asst Director Peter Keating. 



On Saturday, April 29, members of St John Fisher communi-

ty will have an opportunity to serve others in the local area 

by participating in our second annual Day of Service. On that 

day, teams of parishioners will volunteer at one of several 

community agencies for 1-4 hours of meaningful service 

work. Our Day of Service coincides with National Volunteer 

Week (April 23 – 29), which has the theme of “Service 

Unites.”  

     Agencies included in this year’s Day of Service are as fol-

lows:  Adopt-a-Road, Baldwin Center, Catholic Community 

Response Team (CCRT), Forgotten Harvest, Rochester 

Neighborhood House, Hope Warming Center, Christmas in 

Action, Dutton Farm, Gleaners, and Meals on Wheels. The 

type of work will depend on the agency; the experience at 

each location should prove to be very rewarding. Individuals 

and families are welcome; depending on the agency, young 

children will be able to take part.  

     After the work assignment, participants are encouraged 

to return to the Chapel to celebrate at the 5:30 PM Mass and 

to enjoy dinner and socializing following the Mass. The din-

ner is a great way to share the day’s experiences with other 

participants. 

     Please refer to the St. John Fisher website or bulletin for 

more details on how to sign up. Registration will take place 

on-line and will only take a few minutes of your time. We 

strongly encourage you to participate and enjoy the oppor-

tunity to help others!  

Joe Pauwels - Outreach Ministry 

Day of Service - An Opportunity to Serve! 

Cass County Community Services 

Catholic Community Response Team 

Baldwin Center 

Forgotten Harvest 


